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ObamaCare: Stifling Innovation 
Since ObamaCare is an extremely expensive 
experiment in providing healthcare, it 
needs to be paid for somehow. One way to 
pay — by levying taxes on medical device 
manufacturers — is severely impacting 
product development and jobs. (April 20, 
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The 99%: Why Are They 

Barely Treading Water? 

Since the 1970s, the super-rich have continued 
to get wealthier while other Americans have 
not made out well. And the swings in wealth 
have been a direct result of government 
policy. (May 4 2015, 48pp) TNA150504 
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IMF: The New Global Fed 


For good reason, financial elites are worried 
about a repeat of the crash of 2008, or a 
financial problem even more dire, so they 
are calling for the IMF to be empowered to 
manage the world’s financial affairs — an 
action that’s good for them and bad for us. 
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Will the New Congress Rein In Obama? 
Even with Obama using “executive 
authority” to unconstitutionally legislate 
in areas of healthcare, illegal immigration 
and amnesty, the environment, and more, 
the Republican-controlled Congress 
appears timid and not unified against 
him. (January 19, 2015, 48pp) TNA150119 
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IMF: The New Global Fed 

by William F. Jasper — Politicians and Wall Street insiders are 
scheming to give the IMF unprecedented powers as the “system- 
wide policeman” of the planet. 
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by Jack Kenny — “Tolerance” has been called for by homosexuals 
repeatedly in the recent past, but now that they have media and 
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Turning Away From Trouble 

by Charles Scaliger — The United States could learn a lot from the 
small country of Sri Lanka about terror campaigns and the results of 
governmental restrictions of personal rights. 
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by Jack Kenny — A sergeant of the guard at Guantanamo Bay 
investigates the deaths of three inmates there, inmates who 
supposedly choked themselves while under direct supervision. 
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Changes Are Coming 
Pennsylvania just held a hearing to discuss 
its bill HR 63, which calls for a consti- 
tutional convention. I was impressed with 
the esteemed expert panel rallied to testify, 
which naturally included both advocates 
and opponents. 

It seems to me the question is this: Is there 
a greater chance that we achieve the desired 
outcome of reining in our rogue government 
or that we permanently damage our found- 
ing document by calling a convention? 

How about this logic? Shall we hold off 
on calling a convention, roll up our sleeves, 
and do the hard work educating the elector- 
ate until we get through the next election? If 
America votes in more Progressive Demo- 
crats and Republicans, we are going to face 
an overhaul of government anyway. Mas- 
sive change is proximate. 

Either way, convention or no conven- 
tion, we must not let this divide us. As 
Glenn Beck says, “Gang, we’re the top of 
the food chain.” If we hold off on the con- 
vention through the election, we all have 
to support the effort to reach the elector- 
ate. If we move forward with the conven- 
tion, we must all rise and grip the leashes 
of our delegates and congressmen until 
our knuckles turn white. Either way, we 
all show up for the game. 

STACEY WEST 
Sewickley, Pennsylvania. 


Government Causes 
Trade Problems 


While Kurt Williamsen makes some very 
good points in his March 23 article on trade 
deficits (“So I’m Told Trade Deficits Are 
Good”) — in which he makes the point that 
trade deficits can lead to inflation and hy- 
perinflation — I really think he misses the 
fundamental problem. Fiat currency — a 
clear fraud upon its unwitting or unwilling 
victims — exists because the state that is- 
sues the fiat currency commands acceptance 
of its central bank’s worthless paper as pay- 
ment of debts, operating over the barrel of 
a gun rather than by providing goods and 
services that willing customers choose to 
buy (such as banking in this case). The state 
— the sum total of the institutional political 
actions of your neighbors — forces its “cus- 
tomers” to accept its “services” whether any 
particular individual wants them or not and 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR. 


regardless of whether the services benefit 
society as a whole (usually they don’t, as is 
the case with anything imposed on innocent 
people through threat of violence). This is 
the very antithesis of freedom. 

The “public” sector is by definition a 
non-productive parasitic class that im- 
poses its edicts (fiats) by force upon the 
productive sector, which of course is the 
sole source of the wealth that supports the 
non-productive. When this parasitic entity 
is tiny enough, its deleterious effects on 
the economy and the social structure are 
small and the damage easily tolerated. 
However, once it is allowed to grow into 
a state strong enough to violate the prin- 
ciples of freedom by forcing its will on the 
unwilling and stealing the property of the 
productive (via taxation, fines, property 
forfeiture, etc), it is a far different matter. 

Aggression, which essentially defines the 
state (or “government,” as it is commonly 
misidentified), is the fundamental problem. 
Fiat — fraudulent — currency is only one 
of its manifestations, albeit a very important 
one, given that money is the foundation of 
any society having division of labor. In a 
free society with honest money, trade defi- 
cits and surpluses simply take care of them- 
selves through the marketplace. 

DENNY JACKSON 
Sent via e-mail 


Logic of Letting Them In 


Some claim that illegals only come to the 
United States so that their family can have 
a better life. Well people break into hous- 
es to steal so that they or their family can 
have a better life, too. 

What’s the difference between that and 
what criminal invaders (i.e., illegal aliens) 
do? 

And how fair is that to the millions of 
decent, law-abiding foreigners who have 
applied to come here legally, who are pa- 
tiently and properly waiting their turn? 

Obama slapped them in the face with 
his unconstitutional and immoral action. 

CAPTAIN JAMES GREEN 
Heber City, Utah 


Send your letters to: THE NEw AMERICAN, P.O. 
Box 8040, Appleton, WI 54912. Or e-mail: 
editorial@thenewamerican.com. Due to vol- 
ume received, not all letters can be answered. 
Letters may be edited for space and clarity. 


INSIDE TRACK 


On April 23, Vermont Governor Peter Shumlin signed legislation 
making his state the first to require labeling of genetically modi- 
fied organisms, or GMOs. 

Sixty-four countries across the world have adopted GMO- 
labeling rules, while 26 others have issued full or partial bans on 
GMO use, including France, India, and Mexico. 

Aseries of studies have connected the use of GMOs to adverse 
health effects, including cancer. 

For example, a 2012 study conducted by Gilles-Eric Seralini 
of the University of Caen in France raised concerns about the use 
of GMOs by examining the effects of consuming a Monsanto 
seed variety known as NK603, made tolerant to the company’s 
Roundup herbicide. This GMO corn was fed to rats, which were 
later observed to have developed tumors and experienced kidney 
and liver damage. 

Furthermore, the rats that drank trace amounts of Roundup 
at levels that are legally permitted in the water supply had a 
200-percent to 300-percent increase in large tumors over rats 
drinking uncontaminated water. 

Groups across the country have taken up GMO-labeling ini- 
tiatives. Perhaps the most well-known effort was California’s 
Proposition 37, which was defeated last November after major 
companies spent millions to defeat it, with Monsanto putting over 
$45 million into the effort. 

Proposition 37 was significant as it was the first opportunity 


for voters, rather than lawmakers, to decide whether labels such 
as “This product contains GMOs” will appear on food packages. 

Opponents of Proposition 37 were accused of misleading the 
public in their ads against the measure by improperly invoking the 
Food and Drug Administration. The quote in question stated, “The 
U.S. Food and Drug Administration says a labeling policy like Prop 
37 would be ‘inherently misleading.’” According to the California 
Right to Know campaign, the FDA never made such an observation. 

Even though the proposition was defeated, 46.9 percent of 
Californians voted in support of the measure, proving that the 
American people are concerned about the presence of GMOs 
in their food. In fact, a December Associated Press-GfK poll 
showed that 66 percent of Americans support requirements for 
food manufacturers to place labels on GMO foods. 


State ObamaCare Exchanges Drowning in Red Ink 
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California’s ObamaCare exchange, often touted as one of the 
healthcare law’s great success stories, is running deep deficits 
and has no real plan to become solvent in the future — and many 
other states are facing the same situation, portending further trou- 
ble for an already problem-plagued program. 

The Affordable Care Act (ACA) mandates that state exchanges 
become self-sufficient as of the beginning of this year: no more 
aid from the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS), 
which has already dispensed more than $4 billion to help set up 
the exchanges, with about a quarter of that going to the Golden 
State. California law also prohibits the state government from 
bailing out its exchange, Covered California. 


Unlike some other state exchanges, Covered California hasn’t 
quite spent all its federal aid; $200 million is being set aside to 
cover its near-term deficit. But that money isn’t going to last 
long: The exchange is expecting to end up nearly $80 million in 
the red this year. As the Orange County Register noted on April 
22, “Covered California Executive Director Peter Lee acknowl- 
edged in December that there are questions about the ‘long-term 
sustainability of the organization.” 

Such questions are not new, the paper observed, pointing 
out that “a 2013 report by the state auditor ... stated that, until 
the state’s health insurance exchange actually started enrolling 
Californians in health plans, its ‘future solvency’ was ‘uncer- 
tain.’ Thus, Covered California was listed as a ‘high-risk’ issue 
for the state.” 

The exchange enrolled almost 1.4 million Californians last 
year, yet this year it has managed to increase that enrollment by 
only one percent, according to a recent study by healthcare con- 
sulting firm Avalere Health. Only Vermont’s and Washington’s 
exchanges — the latter also frequently hailed as an ObamaCare 
triumph — performed worse, actually enrolling fewer people in 
2015 than in 2014. 

In short, the state exchanges, like the rest of ObamaCare, are 
unsustainable, debt-ridden train wrecks. Clearing the tracks of 
these and other impediments to a free market in healthcare ought 
to be a top priority for every elected official in this country. 


Smaller, Deadlier Drones Being Launched Despite Killing Innocents 


Despite admitting to killing three American citizens, at least one 
of whom was absolutely innocent and the victim of a drone strike, 
President Obama has no intention of dialing back on the deadly 
attacks that are the prime tactic in the “War on Terror.” 

Not only will the airstrikes not be called off, but the Obama ad- 
ministration is committed to continuing to carry out these airborne 
assaults on alleged “enemy combatants” wherever they are found. 

And several reports indicate that the drones are not only going 
to continue their sorties, but they are getting deadlier, more auton- 
omous, and capable of being deployed by soldiers on the ground. 
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AeroVironment 


On April 17 the Washington Post reported: 


The Marines tested a small unmanned aircraft known as the 
Switchblade recently at Twentynine Palms, Calif., flying it 
directly at targets from both the ground and the back of the 
Osprey, a long-range aircraft that has rotors like a helicopter, 
but can fly like a plane once they rotate forward. They were 
“inert,” with no explosives on board, but the mission went 
off without a hitch, said Col. James Adams, commanding 
officer of Marine Aviation Weapons and Tactics Squadron 1. 


These are the same soldier-launched drones that the U.S. Army took 
possession of some four years ago. Marine commanders report that 
the Switchblades have proven very accurate in the field and plan to 
deploy them throughout the wider theatre in the “War on Terror.” 
The Army has used the weapon in Afghanistan since 2011. 

Aerovironment, the manufacturer of the Switchblade, has re- 
ceived millions in defense contracts over the past four years, 
company officials say. 

Consider the impact that these drones will make, particularly 
when paired with other “microdrones” currently being manufac- 
tured. These miniature unmanned vehicles could be sent surrepti- 
tiously into the homes of Americans. And unless the warrantless 
electronic surveillance already being conducted by government- 
run-amok is brought to a halt, this new form of home invasion 
will also be warrantless. 


Energy Department Approves Six LNG Export Plants 


On April 14, the Department of Energy’s Federal Energy Regula- 
tory Commission published a remarkable summary of its recent 
approvals for private energy companies to build LNG (liquid 
natural gas) export plants along the East and Gulf Coasts. 

What’s remarkable is that for decades the DOE has bought 
the argument that exporting LNG to customers around the world 
might jeopardize its supply here in the United States. It also 
bought the argument that allowing private producers to ship their 
product overseas would only encourage more fracking here with 
its claimed attendant but unproven dangers to the environment. 

That the DOE is giving approval to LNG export facilities is 
proof that reality has finally replaced ideology at the agency, at 
least for the moment. 
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Five LNG export plants are already under construction: Sabine 
Pass and Hackberrry, Louisiana; Freeport and Corpus Christi, 
Texas; and Cove Point, Maryland. The private capital involved 
is monstrous: The Cove Point facility investment is $3.8 billion, 
while the Sabine Pass plant will pump $10 billion into the local 
economy. Sempra Energy is investing $10 billion into the Hack- 
berry project, while the Freeport plant will require $11 billion 
of private capital. Construction at a second Sabine Pass plant is 
about to begin. 

And this is just the beginning. As Steve Mueller, head of 
Southwestern Energy, told the Telegraph on April 26, “We’re just 
fifteen years into a 150-year process.” According to the American 
Chemistry Council, more than $130 billion in new investment 
will pour into the corridor from Houston to New Orleans over 
just the next eight years. 

As the DOE continues to grant LNG export permits (there 
are reportedly dozens of applications pending), the shift in the 
world’s energy equation can almost be felt underfoot. At the mo- 
ment, OPEC member Qatar is the world’s largest LNG exporter. 
The Marcellus formation underneath Pennsylvania, all by itself, 
outproduces Qatar. As the DOE steps aside and lets the free 
market work its magic, the United States will resume its role 
as the world’s energy powerhouse. That role could continue for 
decades, perhaps even generations, to come. 
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Oklahoma Defeats Push for Risky Article V Convention 
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n April 21, the Oklahoma House of Representatives voted 
@) 56 to 42 to quash Senate Joint Resolution 4, which would 

have sent an application to Congress on behalf of Okla- 
homa asking it to convene a convention to amend the U.S. Con- 
stitution. The text of the resolution would have attempted to limit 
the scope of the convention to amendments that impose “fiscal 
restraints on, and limit the power and jurisdiction of, the federal 
government,” as well as limiting the terms of office for federal of- 
ficials and members of Congress. Another measure that also ended 
up failing would have sought a balanced-budget amendment. 

If 34 states apply under Article V, a constitutional convention 
would be convened — the first since delegates met to amend 
the Articles of Confederation and ended up replacing it with the 
current Constitution. About two dozen states have applied so far. 

In Oklahoma, though, at least until next year’s legislative 
session, the issue is dead. And activists who spoke to THE NEW 
AMERICAN, citing the risks to the Constitution, said they intend 
to make sure it stays dead. 

Supporters of the measure argued that a Con Con represents 
the last hope for reining in a federal government that more than 
two-thirds of Americans say in polls is “out of control” and a 
threat to liberty. Few involved in the battle disagreed with the 
assertion that Washington, D.C., has gone off the rails and needs 
to be urgently restrained. The question of how to do that, though, 
was a crucial focal point amid the debate, with critics of the Con- 
Con plan saying the solution is the Constitution, not changing it. 

Among those opposing the Con-Con effort was Oklahoma 
Representative Mike Ritze, a constitutional conservative and 
doctor. After nearly six combined hours of floor discussion and 
debate on two separate proposals, during which he and others 
cited the risk of a “runaway convention” and other concerns, 
Oklahoma defeated the Article V agenda, Representative Ritze 
explained. 

“TI was very proud of my Constitutional Conservative col- 
leagues in the Oklahoma House and Senate,” he told THE NEw 


AMERICAN after the measure 
was defeated, adding that the 
victory was “monumental” 
considering the array of forces 
heavily lobbying for a conven- 
tion using “a lot of hyperbole.” 

“The pro-Article V forces 
had paid staff locally and 
out-of-state,” Ritze contin- 
ued. Several lawmakers from 
Georgia and a group called 
“Appeal to Heaven” went to 
the Oklahoma Capitol to sup- 
port the effort, he said. “Many 
other notables,” including the 
powerful American Legisla- 
tive Exchange Council (ALEC) 
and prominent radio talk-show 
host Mark Levin, who wrote a 
book promoting an Article V 
Convention, have also had a presence in the current legislative 
session over the last three months. 

“I personally had threats from many people by phone and 
emails from out-of-state supporters of the Article V,” Ritze added. 
“In the end truth and common sense prevailed with a very ex- 
hausting battle for freedom.” 

Other lawmakers pointed out that potential delegates to any 
Con Con would hardly be of the same caliber as the Framers of 
the existing Constitution. “I don’t know if you’ve noticed, but 
there aren’t any Thomas Jeffersons or James Madisons out there,” 
state Representative David Brumbaugh, a Republican, warned 
his colleagues. 

At first, it seemed almost like a lost cause to many of the grass- 
roots leaders in Oklahoma working to stop an application for an 
Article V Convention. In March, Senator Tom Coburn (R-Okla.), 
who has numerous connections in Oklahoma, urged the state leg- 
islature in an op-ed “to use their authority under Article V of the 
U.S. Constitution to rein in the power of Washington, D.C.” by 
calling for a “Convention of the States” to propose amending 
the supreme law of the land. “I have spent enough time in our 
nation’s capital to know that the federal government will never 
limit its own power,” he added. 

Pro-Con-Con forces ultimately came close to success — too 
close for comfort among activists opposed to the plan. One Ar- 
ticle V measure, House Joint Resolution 1018, did pass in the 
House, and a separate one passed in the Senate. In the end, 
though, neither was approved by both chambers, effectively kill- 
ing the effort for the year. 

While the issue may be dead in Oklahoma for this year, the bat- 
tle to stop a Con Con is far from finished. Supporters of the effort 
are working across America to have states apply for a convention, 
as opponents work to stop it. Considering the well-documented 
risks, the American people and their elected representatives must 
become educated about the potential dangers. If and when the 
Constitution is gone, there will be no going back. 
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Enthusiastic New York Governor Enjoys His Trip to Cuba 

“T have never seen a Chevy with a Toyota engine in it. I had to come 
to Cuba to see this.” 

Leading a tour to Havana with 20 New York business executives, 
Governor Andrew Cuomo smiled for cameras despite Cuba's pov- 
erty, collapsing infrastructure, and general decay. 


Exodus From Cuba Grows Unexpectedly 

“Things that were bad in Cuba are now worse. If there was more 
money in Cuba to pay for the trips, everyone would go.” 

On his eighth try to get to Florida, 24-year-old Leonardo Heredia /i- 
nally made it with 21 Havana friends in a rickety boat cobbled together 
with scrap steel and plastic foam, and propelled by a Toyota motor. 
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Koch Brothers Signal a Choice: Scott Walker 

“Let me be clear, I am not endorsing or supporting any candidate for president at this point in time. 
When the primaries are over and Scott Walker gets the nomination... ” 

Stopped before he could finish his sentence by an enthusiastic crowd 
at a Republican Party gathering in New York City, David Koch left 
little doubt whom he and brother Charles will likely back in the race 
for the GOP nomination. 


Helped by Informants, Authorities 

Arrest Six Minnesotans Trying to Join ISIS 

“These courageous men and woman decided to do something to pre- 
vent more Minnesotans from traveling and dying in support of a ter- 
rorist organization which is evil to its core.” 

Speaking of the informants from within the Somali community, FBI 
official Richard Thornton told of charges placed against six 19- to 
Richard 21-year-old Somali Minneapolis residents. Four were apprehended in 
Thornton Minneapolis, and two were stopped in San Diego where they had gone to 
buy fake passports in Mexico that would enable them to head for Syria. 
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Common Core Opposition Growing 

“Tt’s a powerful issue by virtue of the fact that the right is also against it.” 

Teacher unions in New York, Florida, and New Jersey have spoken out about resisting the standardized 
testing undergirding Common Core. University of California labor historian Nelson Lichtenstein be- 
lieves that pressure from conservatives has influenced the unions that traditionally back leftist causes. 


Leading CFR Official Wants U.S. Ground Troops to Combat ISIS 
“Tt’s well past time for senior military officers to stop the happy talk about the supposed success of the 
anti-Islamic State campaign. They should level with the American public about how little our military 
will be able to accomplish until the restrictions imposed by this White House — no boots on the ground! 
— are lifted.” 5 

Senior Fellow Max Boot at the Council on Foreign Relations allies yrs at If 
with neoconservatives in calling for the United States to be more heav- ' Y be 
ily involved in another war. "al 


Book Provides a Look at Questionable 
Donations Collected by the Clintons 
“We see a pattern of financial transactions involving the Clintons that 
occurred contemporaneously with favorable U.S. policies benefiting 
those providing the funds.” 
Author Peter Schweizer discussed his new book, Clinton Cash: The 
Untold Story of How and Why Governments and Businesses Helped ; 
Make Bill and Hillary Clinton Rich. Peter 
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Politicians and Wall Street insiders are scheming to give the IMF unprecedented powers 
as the “system-wide policeman’ of the planet. 


by William F. Jasper 


lot of us just can’t believe 

it,’ Alexandra Christofi, of 

4 X& the Cypriot coastal town 

of Larnaca, told Britain’s Guardian. “I 
had put my money there for a rainy day. 
It’s absolutely all I have and I cannot 
understand how Cyprus is being singled 
out.” Christofi was but one of the many 
distraught and panicked depositors on 
the Island of Cyprus who had rushed to 
bank ATMs on the morning of March 16, 
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2013, a Saturday, to withdraw what sav- 
ings they could — before their deposits 
were confiscated. 

“It is robbery,” said Maria Zembyla, 
from Nicosia. “People like us have been 
working for years, saving to pay for our 
children’s studies and pensions and sud- 
denly they steal a big share of this money.” 

“You sit down after a lifetime of [labor] 
at 60, and find half of all you worked 
for has gone,” Larnaca resident Panikos 
Demetriou told the BBC. “I thought I 
would be comfortable and a lot of the 


money could also have gone to my son,” 
he said. Demetriou had 80,000 euros 
($86,000) seized from his savings ac- 
count. “This wasn’t dirty Russian cash — 
it came from my solicitor after the sale of 
my house,” he protested. 

“T went to sleep Friday as a rich man. I 
woke up a poor man. I lost all my money.” 
Such was the lament of 65-year-old John 
Demetriou (no relation to Panikos Deme- 
triou), of the Cypriot fishing village of 
Leopetri. 

The stories of personal financial tragedy 
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recited above can be multiplied thousands 
of times on Cyprus, a tiny Mediterranean 
island nation with a population of less 
than one million. However, the Cyprus 
tragedy is set to go global, with the eco- 
nomic plight of virtually every person on 
the planet at risk. 

In fact, to a lesser degree it already 
has. The Cypriot banking meltdown was 
but one in an ongoing series of debacles 
that have continued to unfold since the 
start of the 2008 economic crisis, where 
in the United States many saw the val- 
ues of their 401(k)s plummet and many 
lost their homes. Globally, the crisis 
was brought on by governments wildly 
spending money they don’t have and cen- 
tral banks manufacturing money out of 
thin air. The result was a massive bubble 
— and then, a massive mess when the 
bubble burst, as all bubbles inevitably 
do. Cleaning up the mess, we were told, 
required massive bailouts of the Too Big 
To Fail (TBTF) banks and financial insti- 
tutions that had caused the crisis by en- 
gaging in unwise, unethical, and criminal 
conduct. Yes, bailouts were distasteful, 
but there was no other way to avoid “sys- 
temic risk” and financial collapse, we 
were told. But one bailout led to another 
and another — and so on. 

To finance these ongoing bailouts, the 
Federal Reserve has pumped out trillions 
of dollars under the label of “quantitative 
easing” (or QE), and the European Cen- 
tral Bank and other central banks have 
followed suit. According to a February 
23, 2015 report from the Economic Cycle 
Research Institute (ECRI), the QE deluge 
is beyond staggering: 


Eleven trillion dollars: that’s how 
much of so-called Quantitative Eas- 
ing the world’s central banks have 
done since the 2008 crisis. To put 
that in perspective, with eleven tril- 
lion dollars you could pay off pretty 
much all U.S. household debt — all 
mortgages, all car and student loans, 
credit cards — you name it. 


But instead of paying off the debt, the QE 
onslaught has piled $/1 trillion more onto 
the already crushing debt load — and has 
created another financial bubble that will, 
inevitably, pop, causing even greater dev- 
astation, chaos, and pain. That is why the 
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Where’s my money? Throughout Cyprus, depositors rushed to their banks in March 2013 to 
withdraw cash before the IMF “haircut.” Banks were closed and ATMs were not functioning. 
Cypriots lost 10 percent to 100 percent of their savings to the IMF/EU “Troika.” 


Cypriot experience presents a dire portent 
to the rest of the world; it was a laboratory 
experiment that the global bankers and 
their kept politicians intend to replicate 
many times over in the coming months. 
Because taxpayers have become weary of, 
and rebellious against, more bailouts for 
the TBTF casino banks, the Cyprus gambit 
introduced a new form of theft, euphemis- 
tically called a “bail-in,” which pays off 
the banksters with funds confiscated from 
bank customers, i.e., savers, rather than 
the taxpayers. The Cypriot bail-in was de- 
vised by the “Troika,” a triumvirate com- 
posed of banking fraternity officials from 
the International Monetary Fund, the Eu- 
ropean Central Bank, and the European 
Commission. 

As we have pointed out in previous ar- 
ticles, the financial elite at the IMF, World 
Bank, and the central banks now intend 
to repeat the Cyprus theft on a much 
grander scale. The “bail-in” (also disin- 
genuously referred to as a “haircut,” but 
more honestly described as an amputation 
or decapitation) is referred to officially 


in banking circles as a “capital levy.” We 
provide more details on this global IMF 
scheme below, but it is important to point 
out that plundering the savings of deposi- 
tors through “capital levies” is but one of 
the outrageous criminal enterprises being 
planned. The effort by Congressman Ron 
Paul to audit the Federal Reserve, and to 
expose where (and to whom) the trillions 
of dollars it was creating were going, 
came too close for comfort. The Fed has 
successfully resisted any independent au- 
dits, but the TBTF banking elites have 
determined that they must speed up their 
long-range effort to empower a global in- 
stitution with the Fed’s capabilities — and 
more — all completely unaccountable and 
beyond the reach of Congress or any other 
national authorities. Hence the escalating 
campaign to “supersize” the IMF to as- 
sume the functions of a “Global Fed.” 
Supposedly, the super-sized IMF is just 
what the United States and other countries 
need to achieve economic stability and 
growth. But considering how wretchedly 
the Fed has managed the U.S. economy, 
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IMF as global “policeman”: International Monetary and Financial Committee chair and Singapore's 
finance minister Tharman Shanmugaratnam, shown speaking at the IMF Annual Meeting on October 
11, 2014, has called for transforming the IMF into a global “system-wide policeman.” 


is it reasonable to expect that a global Fed 
would do any better? Yet that is exactly 
what the global financial elites claim! 


JU ; VaICLY L 

“Tn the last crisis, the Fed and some other 
central banks had a system of swaps that 
was applied to only certain financial cen- 
ters, but you can’t leave it to an individual 
central bank to make those decisions.” So 
declared International Monetary Fund of- 
ficial Tharman Shanmugaratnam during 
an interview on April 19. “It has to be 
a global player, and the IMF is the only 
credible institution to perform that role,” 
he continued. 

Shanmugaratnam, who is both the fi- 
nance minister and deputy prime minis- 
ter of Singapore, has served for the past 
four years as chairman of the International 
Monetary and Financial Committee, the 
powerful policy steering committee of the 
IMF. He made the comments as officials 
from around the world gathered for the 
IMF’s annual spring meetings in Wash- 
ington, D.C. 

“The Washington-based IMF needs to 
evolve into more of a ‘system-wide po- 
liceman’ that enforces global financial 
stability, rather than solely a lender to indi- 
vidual countries that run into trouble,” said 
Shanmugaratnam, as reported by Bloom- 
berg News in an April 19 story entitled 
“Fed Crisis-Liquidity Function Reviewed 
for Potential Use by IMF.” 
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“IMF member nations are discussing 
how to expand the lender’s mandate to 
include keeping markets liquid during a 
financial crisis, a role played by a group 
of major central banks led by the Federal 
Reserve in 2008,” Bloomberg reported, 
noting that the IMF’s main committee of 
central bank governors and finance min- 
isters “is working on ways for the fund to 
provide a better financial ‘safety net’ dur- 
ing a crisis.” 

The “safety net” is of course supposedly 
intended for all of us, but that is not how it 
has worked in practice. Consider the Fed- 
eral Reserve bailouts in the wake of the 
2008 crisis that benefited the Wall Street 
elites at the expense of Main Street. 

But imagine how much greater the 
wealth transfer will be if the globalist 
banking elites are able to transform the 
IMF into their “supersized” global Fed- 
eral Reserve, with massive transfusions of 
dollars from the American taxpayers, un- 
paralleled powers for creating money out 
of nothing — and bailouts without end, to 
the usual privileged players. 

The new “mandates” being proposed 
for the IMF are nothing short of astound- 
ing, and if the American people allow 
Congress to approve these powers for 
the IMF, we can expect nothing less than 
eventual total confiscation of all our trea- 
sure, as well as all our liberty. And yet, 
as monumental as the stakes are, and as 
imminent as this approaching danger now 


is, there is precious little coverage of it in 
either the “mainstream” or the “alterna- 
tive” media. 

It should come as no surprise to those 
who have been following these matters for 
any length of time that the chorus of Wall 
Street insiders, think tanks, central bank- 
ers, academics, and media pundits calling 
for supersizing the IMF is receiving its 
primary direction from that premier brain 
trust of one-worldism, the Council on For- 
eign Relations (CFR). The effort received 
its launch in a November 13, 2008 op-ed 
in the CFR-dominated Washington Post 
entitled “Supersize the IMF.” The author 
of that salvo was Sebastian Mallaby, the 
Paul A. Volcker senior fellow for interna- 
tional economics at the CFR. 

Mallaby’s op-ed, which has been am- 
plified by many similar appeals since, 
appeared on the eve of the new “G-20” 
financial summit, which had just been 
expanded from its traditional G-7/G-8 to 
include a dozen new countries and the 
European Union. Mallaby asserted that 
“government commitments to the IMF 
should be tripled — and if you take into 
account the vast growth of cross-border 
derivatives, an even larger expansion is 
needed.” It also coincided with the White 
House changeover from Bush to Obama. 
Mallaby noted that “the Obama team will 
soon have its hands on the controls. A big- 
ger IMF should be on its agenda.” This 
theme has been repeated with increasing 
frequency and urgency in various and sun- 
dry insider forums over the past several 
years, including successive G-8 and G-20 
summits, the annual Jackson Hole confabs 
of world central bankers, and the annual 
gatherings of the World Economic Forum 
in Davos, Switzerland. 

Here are the core “reforms” that the 
globalists insist must be adopted to avert 
global systemic risk: 

1) The IMF must be given vast new 
global financial regulatory powers. 

2) The IMF must be given huge new in- 
fusions of capital through member country 
“subscriptions.” 

3) The IMF must be encouraged to issue 
debt bonds to finance global loans. 

4) The IMF must be “legitimized” by 
giving China and other emerging nations 
weighted votes in IMF policies. 

In 2009, at their summit in Toronto, 
Canada, the G-8/G-20 leaders issued a 
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declaration stating that “our reform agen- 
da rests on four pillars.” “The first pillar,” 
it said, “is a strong regulatory framework.” 

The key institution, thus far, in that 
“strong regulatory framework” is the Fi- 
nancial Stability Board (FSB), created in 
2009. The initial chairman of the FSB was 
Mario Draghi, who was then governor of 
the Bank of Italy, but who has since been 
graduated to president of the European 
Central Bank (ECB). Draghi has been re- 
placed as chairman at the FSB by Mark 
Carney, governor of the Bank of England. 
Its worthy of more than passing notice 
that Draghi and Carney share a common 
tie: They are both top alums of Goldman 
Sachs, the infamous TBTF banking house 
that has become known worldwide as the 
“vampire squid.” Before entering “pub- 
lic service,” Draghi was vice chairman 
and managing director of Goldman Sachs 
International. Carney served in many se- 
nior management capacities at the firm. 
Among other Goldman Sachs alums who 
have held major conflict-of-interest posts 
in national treasuries, central banks, and 
the IMF/World Bank are Robert Rubin, 
Henry Paulson, Stephen Friedman, and 
Robert Zoellick (all of whom are leading 
CFR members). Goldman Sachs has long 
been a top corporate member of the Coun- 
cil on Foreign Relations, occupying the 
elite “Founders Circle” of the CFR’s eight 
biggest corporate contributors. These con- 
nections paid off big-time when Goldman 
wanted access to subsidized Federal Re- 
serve loans during the 2008 crisis, with 
the privileged firm benefiting from $782 
billion in special loans through the Fed’s 
Primary Dealer Credit Facility and the 
Term Securities Lending Facility. 

The Secretariat of the IMF’s new Fi- 
nancial Stability Board is located in Basel, 
Switzerland, and housed at the headquar- 
ters of the secretive Bank for International 
Settlements (BIS). The BIS, of course, is 
composed of the topmost TBTF tier of 
“Bankers’ Bankers,” the plundering crimi- 
nal class most responsible for the monetary 
policies that have produced the bubbles 
and busts that are wreckovating our global 
financial system, destroying the middle 
classes, and transferring colossal sums and 
assets from the many to the few. So, the 
IMF’s vaunted “regulatory framework” is, 
in reality, a prime example of giving the 
foxes the key to the chicken coop. 
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The “safety net” is of course Supposedly intended for 
all of us, but that is not how it has worked in practice. 
Consider the Federal Reserve bailouts in the wake of 
the 2008 crisis that benefited the Wall Street elites at 


the expense of Main Street. 


“Radical Alternative Scheme” 

The IMF plan, however, goes beyond 
“mere” regulatory control. The real agen- 
da was laid out most boldly and explicitly, 
perhaps, in an essay for the CFR journal 
Foreign Affairs in the Fall of 1984. The ar- 
ticle, entitled “A Monetary System for the 
Future,” was authored by Harvard Univer- 
sity Professor of International Economics 
Richard N. Cooper, a former chairman of 
the Boston branch of the Federal Reserve, 
and a longtime member (and former direc- 
tor) of the CFR, as well as a member of 
the elite Trilateral Commission and Aspen 
Institute. 

“T suggest a radical alternative scheme 
for the next century: the creation of a com- 
mon currency for all of the industrial de- 
mocracies, with a common monetary pol- 
icy and a joint Bank of Issue to determine 
that monetary policy,” Professor Cooper 
wrote in his famous Foreign Affairs pro- 
posal. He continued: 


The currency of the Bank of Issue 
could be practically anything.... The 
key point is that monetary control 
— the issuance of currency and of 
reserve credit — would be in the 
hands of the new Bank of Issue, not 
in the hands of any national govern- 
ment.... [However] a single currency 
is possible only if there is in effect a 
single monetary policy, and a single 
authority issuing the currency and 
directing the monetary policy. How 
can independent states accomplish 
that? They need to turn over the de- 
termination of monetary policy to a 
supranational body. 


And monetary control continues to be 
the “key point” that the internationalists 
are obsessed with. They insist that nation 
states “need to turn over the determina- 
tion of monetary policy to a supranational 
body” — a body over which they will ex- 
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Globalist choir: |MF Managing Director Christine Lagarde addresses the Council on Foreign 
Relations on “Three ‘Rosetta Moments’ for the Global Economy” on January 15, 2015. 


13 


ercise control. They have already succeed- 
ed on that score with the Eurozone nations 
that have turned over national monetary 
policy to the ECB. 

Among the subsequent proposals echo- 
ing Cooper’s call that have been publicly 
released is a paper issued in March 2009 
by Zhou Xiaochuan, governor of the Peo- 
ple’s Bank of China, which envisions a 
new currency reserve system based on the 
IMF’s Special Drawing Rights (SDRs), 
the IMF’s basket of currencies, made up 
of the dollar, the euro, the Japanese yen, 
and the British pound. Until now, SDRs 
have been used only as accounting entries 
by international organizations, but recent 
proposals would have it transformed into 
a genuine currency for more general use. 
According to Zhou, the economic crisis of 
2008-2009 exposed the “inherent vulner- 
abilities and systemic risks in the existing 
international monetary system,” showing 
the need to “create an international reserve 
currency that is disconnected from indi- 
vidual nations and is able to remain stable 
in the long run.” 

In 2010, the IMF issued a report in 
favor of allowing it to print its own money 
to provide “international liquidity.” “A 
global currency, bancor, issued by a global 
central bank would be designed as a stable 
store of value that is not tied exclusively to 
the conditions of any particular economy,” 
the IMF paper said. “The global central 
bank could serve as a lender of last resort, 
providing needed systemic liquidity in the 
event of adverse shocks and more auto- 
matically than at present.” 

These recent overtures for a global cur- 
rency have brought the IMF full circle, 
to the subversive plans hatched by its 
original architects more than seven dec- 
ades ago. It was John Maynard Keynes, 
the British economist and Fabian Social- 
ist, who coined the term “bancor” for a 
world currency. Together with Soviet 
agent Harry Dexter White, Keynes was 
the guiding light of the United Nations 
Bretton Woods Monetary Conference that 
designed the IMF in 1944. This subver- 
sive duo understood very well the revo- 
lutionary nature of the project they were 
launching. In his famous treatise The 
Economic Consequences of the Peace, 
which he had written years before (in 
1919), Keynes explained: “By a continu- 
ous process of inflation, governments 
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IMF and Big Business bonds: Goldman Sachs chairman and CEO Lloyd Blankfein addresses the 
World Economic Forum in 2008. Goldman Sachs epitomizes the “Too Big To Fail” banks whose 
executives rotate in and out of central banks and the IMF/World Bank. 


can confiscate, secretly and unobserved, 
an important part of the wealth of their 
citizens. By this method, they not only 
confiscate, but they confiscate arbitrari- 
ly; and while the process impoverishes 
many, it actually enriches some.... There 
is no subtler, no surer means of overturn- 
ing the existing basis of society than to 
debauch the currency. The process engag- 
es all the hidden forces of economic law 
on the side of destruction, and does it in 
a manner which not one man in a million 
is able to diagnose.” 

Keynes’ disciples — Cooper, Carney, 
Draghi, Rubin, Paulson, et al. — have 
been engaging “all the hidden forces of 
economic law on the side of destruction” 
with ever greater audacity. And while they 
are indeed impoverishing many, so too, 
are they enriching some — specifically, 
their fellow bankster associates. 


But, apparently, Lagarde and her IMF co- 
horts fully embrace the advice of French 
Revolutionist Georges Jacques Danton, 
who counseled, “Audacity, more audacity, 
always audacity.” Rather than offering mea 
culpas for their sins they instead press on 
even more brazenly. In a January 23, 2012 


speech in Berlin to the German Council 
on Foreign Relations (GCFR), Lagarde 
declared: “We need a larger firewall.” The 
dictionary defines “firewall” as a “wall or 
partition designed to inhibit or prevent the 
spread of fire.” But the proposed “firewall” 
would actually give the IMF/TBTF arson- 
ists more matches and gasoline. 

“We need to act quickly or else we 
could easily slide into a 1930s moment,” 
Lagarde warned, in an obvious reference 
to the Great Depression. The GCFR au- 
dience to which she spoke, like its inter- 
locking counterparts in the United States 
(CFR), Britain (the Royal Institute of 
International Affairs, RITA), and other 
countries, represents the globalist elites 
of corporate, banking, political, and aca- 
demic circles that are promoting conver- 
gence toward world government. (They 
also represent the privileged crony banks 
and corporations that have been first in 
line to receive IMF and ECB bailouts.) 
The IMF doyenne told the receptive Ger- 
man movers and shakers that an additional 
$1 trillion in “financial firewalls” was/is 
urgently needed: $500 billion for the Eu- 
ropean Stability Mechanism (ESM) and a 
$500 billion increase as well for the IMF. 

In its description of Lagarde’s speech, 
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the GCFR’s website offered this summary: 
“Bulking Up the IMF. Lagarde envisions 
a massive increase in the IMF’s crisis re- 


serves.... Global crises call for global so- 
lutions. Lagarde estimates that 1 trillion 
dollars will be needed to fight the crisis in 
the coming years.” 

Ah, yes, the familiar globalist man- 
tra — “Global crises call for global 
solutions” — regularly invoked to jus- 
tify calls for expanding the powers and 
funding for the United Nations, World 
Trade Organization, World Bank, IMF, 
and other world government-promoting 
institutions. Somehow, creating a mo- 
nopoly of economic and political power 
on a planetary scale is supposed to solve 
problems deemed to big for national gov- 
ernments. But would global bureaucrats, 
including those from regimes that are 
highly oppressive, be any more account- 
able or provide better government than 
we’re getting now? 

However, as we noted above, the La- 
garde-run IMF has taken Dantonesque 
audacity to even greater limits, calling for 
a global wealth tax — more euphemisti- 
cally, a “capital levy” — on all “positive 
net worth,” meaning all savings, pensions, 
and home equity. 

“The sharp deterioration of the public 
finances in many countries has revived 
interest in a ‘capital levy’ — a one-time 
tax on private wealth — as an excep- 
tional measure to restore debt sustain- 
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ability,” the IMF stated in its Fiscal Re- 
port released in October 2013. Make no 
mistake, the IMF’s proposed tax, which 
was given a test run in Cyprus, would 
apply to all private wealth on the planet. 
And it doesn’t even contemplate balan- 
cing budgets, only bringing them down 
to “sustainable” levels — meaning lev- 
els that will allow government borrow- 
ing and spending to continue without 
interruption. The proposed “capital levy” 
would have to be implemented rapidly, 
before savers and investors could react 
and move their assets, or themselves, out 
of harm’s way: “The appeal is that such a 
tax, if itis implemented before avoidance 
is possible ... [will not] distort behavior.” 

How painful and confiscatory would the 
IMF’s “capital levy” theft be? According 
to the IMF authors: “The tax rates needed 
to bring down public debt to precrisis lev- 
els are sizable: reducing debt ratios to end- 
2007 levels would require ... a tax rate of 
about 10 percent on households with posi- 
tive net worth.” 

Romain Hatchuel, the managing part- 
ner of asset-manager Square Advisors, 
warned that the tax rate on everyone own- 
ing anything in the United States actually 
would be much higher than the 10 percent 
projected by the IMF authors, which was 
outrageous enough at that level. Hatchuel 
wrote: 


As the IMF calculates, the ... 


rev- 


What “rivalry”? IMF’s Lagarde, who says the IMF is “delighted” to work with its ain 
competitor China’s Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank, meets with Chinese Premier Li Kegiang. 
She was in Beijing as a major speaker at the China Development Forum in March 2015. 
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enue-maximizing [tax] rate ... is 
around 60 percent, way above exist- 
ing levels. 

For the U.S., it is [between] 56% 
and 71% — far more than the current 
45% paid ... by those in the top tax 
bracket... 

From New York to London ... 
powerful economic players are de- 
ciding that with an ever-deteriorating 
global fiscal outlook, conventional 
levels and methods of taxation will 
no longer suffice. That makes weap- 
ons of mass wealth destruction — 
such as the IMF’s one-off capital levy 

.. — likelier by the day. 


It is important to note that the “low” six-to- 
10-percent “capital levy” most frequently 
proposed for savings could — and almost 
certainly would — slide quickly upwards, 
if that camel’s nose is ever allowed inside 
the tent. That is the way with virtually all 
taxes. Consider our own federal income 
tax. When it was enacted in 1913, most 
Americans paid zero or one percent, and 
the top tax rate was a mere seven percent 
on incomes above $500,000 (which was 
more than $10 million in 2007 inflation- 
adjusted dollars). 

The IMF report notes that previous at- 
tempts to install wealth taxes at the na- 
tional level have largely failed because the 
wealthy could move. However, the IMF 
sees a global plan utilizing mutual govern- 
mental cooperation as being more likely 
to succeed because there will be fewer 
escape hatches. It states: 


In principle, taxes on wealth ... offer 
significant revenue potential at rela- 
tively low efficiency costs. 
Their past performance is far from 
encouraging, but this could change 
s ... stepped up international coop- 
eration ... reduces evasion opportu- 
nities. 


Such tax collection schemes must, says 
the IMF report, “address more fundamen- 
tal aspects ... and find better ways to real- 
ize mutual gains from closer cooperation 
in tax matters.” In other words, all exits 
and loopholes must be closed so that the 
middle classes — the primary revenue 
source of all taxes — cannot escape. 
That’s “cooperation” for you! 
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AIIB — “red” adjunct to IMF: Chinese President Xi Jinping 


GLOBAL ECONOMY 


(right) meets with the global bankers 


and finance ministers at the signing ceremony of the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank, AIIB, 
at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing on October 24, 2014. 


Enter the China AllB 

But how do the globalists expect to gain 
public and legislative support for such 
an outrageous scheme? Well, one ploy is 
to present a supersized IMF as the best 
alternative to China’s rising economic 
threat. 

“Europeans defy US to join China-led 
development bank,” declared the headline 
of a Financial Times story on March 16, 
2015, about China’s new Asian Infrastruc- 
ture Investment Bank (AITB). Launched 
last year by Communist China’s President 
Xi Jinping, the AIIB has been presented 
in the establishment press as a danger- 
ous challenge to the dollar, with President 
Obama, the IMF, and the World Bank as 
the unlikely champions of America’s dwin- 
dling economic heft in this post-unipolar 
world. As the AIIB was rolling out during 
March and traditional U.S. allies and trad- 
ing partners (Britain, France, Germany, 
Italy, the European Union) were moving 
toward jumping on board, the Obama ad- 
ministration appeared to be making efforts 
to scuttle the moves in that direction. As it 
turns out, however, the deeper reality was 
far different from the surface appearances. 
The administration and its Wall Street al- 
lies were merely using the AIIB “threat” 
as a ploy to wheedle more money and 
power for the IMF and World Bank. 

Reuters reported on March 17 that U.S. 
Treasury Secretary Jacob J. “Jack” Lew (a 
CFR member) “warned the Republican- 
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dominated Congress that China and other 
rising powers were challenging American 
leadership in global financial institutions, 
and he urged lawmakers to swiftly ratify 
stalled reform of the IMF.” 

“The AIIB was launched in Beijing last 
year to spur investment in Asia in trans- 
portation, energy, telecommunications 
and other infrastructure,” the Reuters re- 
port noted. “It was seen as a rival to the 
Western-dominated World Bank and the 
Asian Development Bank.” 

The Reuters article continued: 


Lew told lawmakers that the U.S. 
delay in ratifying the [IMF reform] 
agreement was undermining its cred- 
ibility and influence as countries 
question the United States’ commit- 
ment to international institutions. 


It should be evident from this and other 
reports that the CFR establishment uproar 
over the AIIB is merely a contrivance to 
extort congressional (and American pub- 
lic) support for the IMF and World Bank, 
which are being 
falsely portrayed as 
“our” institutions, 
as essential to con- 
tinued American 
prosperity and pre- 
eminence. 

This ploy was 
actually an origi- 


AP Images 


nal feature of Sebastian Mallaby’s CFR 
propaganda piece, “Supersize the IMF,” 
which we quoted earlier. In that global- 
ist spiel, Mallaby claimed: “A weak IMF 
could hand a powerful foreign policy tool 
to China.” 

But if the AIIB and its aims were truly 
antagonistic toward the IMF and World 
Bank, why would those institutions also 
be lining up with the new Beijing enter- 
prise? That is what’s happening. Yes, the 
IMF’s Lagarde even says she’d be “de- 
lighted” to join in “massive” cooperation 
with the communist-run AIIB. 

The BBC reported on March 22: 


International Monetary Fund chief 
Christine Lagarde has said the IMF 
would be “delighted” to co-operate 
with the China-led Asian Infrastruc- 
ture Investment Bank (AIIB).... 

Mrs Lagarde said there was “mas- 
sive” room for IMF co-operation with 
the AIJB on infrastructure financing. 

Mrs Lagarde, speaking at the open- 
ing of the China Development Forum 
in Beijing, also said she believed that 
the World Bank would co-operate 
with the AIIB. 


But last June Lagarde went even further, 
suggesting (approvingly) that the IMF 
headquarters may someday be moved 
from Washington, D.C., to Beijing. La- 
garde made it clear at the time that she 
found the dictators of China’s brutally re- 
pressive Communist regime more to her 
liking than the U.S. Congress, which she 
faults for obstructing the “reforms” that 
would further empower the IMF. 

In truth, the IMF belongs in Beijing, 
where its totalitarian-minded officials 
would undoubtedly be more politically 
comfortable, and where it would not enjoy 
the protective camouflage of American 
sponsorship. We should happily send it 
there — after withdrawing our member- 
ship ... and our money. 
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Memories Pizza, a family- 

owned business in Walkerton, 
Indiana, reopened on April 9 after 
angry responses to the,owners’ 
comments about same-sex 
“marriage” caused them to close 
the restaurant for eight days. 


“Gay Rights” in 
“Tolerance” has been called for by homosexuals repeatedly in the recent past, but now 
that they have media and judges doing their bidding, tolerance has disappeared. 


by Jack Kenny 


lyssa Marino, a reporter with the 
A ABC-TV affiliate in South Bend, 

Indiana, may have had no idea 
of the firestorm she was about to ignite 
when she walked into Memories Pizza 
in the little town of Walkerton, about 20 
miles southwest of South Bend. Governor 
Mike Pence had just signed into law the 
state’s Religious Freedom Restoration 
Act, allowing people who believe a “sub- 
stantial burden” has been placed on their 
free exercise of religion to sue in state 
courts for relief. Both supporters and op- 
ponents of the measure had said it would 
allow a Christian baker, for example, to 
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refuse to bake a cake for a same-sex wed- 
ding if providing service to such an event 
violated the baker’s religious convictions 
about the meaning and sanctity of mar- 
riage. That quickly brought down a na- 
tionwide torrent of condemnation of the 
Indiana legislature and governor, along 
with threats from major businesses and 
tourist groups to curtail business dealings 
in the state and organize boycotts against 
Indiana for encouraging invidious “dis- 
crimination.” 

So reporter Marino walked into the 
pizza place in the middle of the one-traf- 
fic-light town of roughly 2,200 residents 
and asked the owners for their thoughts 
about the controversy. 


Practice 


“T just walked into their shop and asked 
how they feel,” Marino later tweeted. 
“They’ve never been asked to cater a 
same-sex wedding.” Indeed, pizza is not 
the usual fare for a wedding reception, 
but then until quite recently, neither was 
the wedding of two men or two women a 
common occurrence. When Marino asked, 
the owners of Memories Pizza, Kevin 
O’Connor and his daughter Crystal, were 
more than willing to share their thoughts 
on the controversy. 

“If a gay couple came in and wanted us 
to provide pizzas for their wedding, we 
would have to say no,” Crystal O’Connor 
said. “We’re not discriminating against 
anyone, that’s just our belief,” she said. 


17 


“We are a Christian establishment.” Con- 
cerning the state’s new Religious Freedom 
Restoration Act, “We definitely agree 
with the bill,” she said. Her father, Kevin 
O’Connor, backed up her remarks. 

“That lifestyle is something they 
choose,” he said. “I choose to be hetero- 
sexual. They choose to be homosexual. 
Why should I be beat over the head to go 
along with something they choose?” The 
O’Connors said they would not deny ser- 
vice to people who came into the restau- 
rant based on their sexual orientation, but 
would draw the line at providing service 
for a same-sex wedding. 


Internet Fury 

That set off what the Indianapolis Star 
described as a storm of “Internet fury” 
that brought national attention to Walk- 
erton and especially to Memories Pizza. 
The O’Connors were denounced far and 
wide for their “anti-gay” remarks. Death 
threats were reported. Police patrols 
of the area around the restaurant were 
stepped up. A message posted on Twit- 
ter said: “Who’s going to Walkerton with 
me to burn down Memories Pizza.” The 
woman believed to be the author of that 
posting is a coach at Elkhart County High 
School and was suspended, the South 
Bend Tribune reported. 

Walkerton Police issued a statement 
calling on citizens to keep the controversy 
within the limits of the law. “The Walk- 
erton Police Department is committed to 
extending professional police services to 
all in need, regardless of said person’s 
sexual, religious or political views,” the 
bulletin said. “We ask that all frustrations 
and rebuttals with Memories Pizza’s re- 
cent media statements remain within the 
law.” Some of the local residents were sur- 
prised by the controversy and its intensity. 

“T’ve been here a long time, and this is 
something different,” a town dispatcher 
told the Star. 

As the furor drew national attention, 
the New York-based Catholic League 
for Religious and Civil Rights released 
a statement in support of the O’Connors, 
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Instigator: TV reporter Alyssa Marino sparked a wave of “Internet fury” when she asked the 
Memories Pizza owners for their thoughts about Indiana’s new Religious Freedom Restoration Act. 


saying: “The owners of Memories Pizza 
deserve our support, but even those who 
disagree with them deserve to treat them 
with respect.” For their own and their cus- 
tomers’ safety, the O’Connors closed the 
doors for what turned out to be an eight- 
day shutdown of the restaurant. But for 
a time, it wasn’t certain that the closure 
would be temporary. Crystal O’Connor 
at one point said her family was even 
thinking of abandoning the business and 
leaving Indiana. “I don’t know if we will 
reopen or if we can,” she told The Blaze, 
a conservative website and TV outlet. 


The Bigot Patrol 

The O’Connors, so far as we know, had 
not refused any service to anyone. They 
had merely stated their belief concern- 
ing how they should respond if asked to 
cater a same-sex wedding. Yet they were 
vilified and threatened to the point of 
shutting down their business for safety’s 
sake, merely for expressing that belief 
and their support of a law that the state’s 
legislature and governor had enacted. So 


The O’Connors were denounced far and wide for their “anti- 
gay” remarks. Death threats were reported. Police patrols 
of the area around the restaurant were stepped up. 
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who, according to the New York Times 
and other major guardians of acceptable 
political opinion, are the intolerant big- 
ots in this whole controversy? Why, the 
supporters of the religious freedom law, 
of course. 

In an editorial deriding a “religious- 
freedom law driven by bigotry against 
gays and lesbians,” the Zimes reminded 
readers of the law’s nefarious purpose: 
“As its most prominent backers have said 
quite clearly, it is meant to protect ‘Chris- 
tian businesses and churches from those 
supporting homosexual marriages.’” 

Well, there you have it. What could be 
more un-American, in the Times’ progres- 
sive view, than framing a law to protect 
Christian business and churches from 
something as sacrosanct as “homosexual 
marriages”? The Constitution, in its 14th 
Amendment, requires that each state pro- 
vide all its citizens with the equal protec- 
tion of the law. The state of Indiana, by 
judicial decree, now protects the “right” 
of same-sex couples to have their unions 
recognized by the state as marriage, on 
an equal basis with heterosexual unions. 
Why not equally protect the right of other 
citizens to have nothing to do with such a 
“marriage” if that is their choice, based on 
their own moral or religious convictions? 
Citizens might even expect their elected 
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De-fanging anti-Christian bigotry: An Internet fundraiser raised more than $840,000 for 
Memories Pizza during the brief time the establishment was closed. Co-owner Kevin O’Connor 
plans to give some of the money to charity and use the rest for improvements to the restaurant. 


officials to defend that right — might, that 
is, if their elected officials were made of 
sterner stuff. 

But sterner stuff is not what fills the 
spine of Governor Pence and the legis- 
lature of Indiana. They caved in to the 
threats, implied or explicit, of economic 
consequences from businesses and even 
the National Collegiate Athletic Asso- 
ciation, which has its headquarters in 
Indianapolis and held its Final Four bas- 
ketball championship tournament there 
during the height of the controversy. The 
idea of a sports league directing a state 
legislature and governor on what laws 
are acceptable might seem absurd, but 
it is nothing new. The National Football 
League’s threat to move the 2015 Super 
Bowl out of Arizona was among the pres- 
sures facing Governor Jan Brewer when 
she vetoed that state’s religious freedom 
law last year. 


Republicans Fold 

It is also worth remembering that while 
Republican leaders dutifully render lip 
service to the traditional concept of mar- 
riage, and the party platform endorses 
it, prominent GOP leaders urged the Re- 
publican Arizona governor to veto the 
bill that would have offered protection 
to Arizona vendors from being coerced 
into providing services for same-sex 
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weddings. The state’s two U.S. senators, 
John McCain and Jeff Flake; former 
Speaker of the House Newt Gingrich; 
and Mitt Romney, the party’s standard- 
bearer in 2012, were among those calling 
on the governor to veto the measure. 

And in Indiana, the Republican gover- 
nor and Republican legislature “amend- 
ed” the religious freedom for businesses 
in the state by adding sexual orientation 
to the list of forbidden categories of dis- 
crimination in public accommodations. 
Barely a week before, Pence had said in 
a national TV interview that adding ho- 
mosexuals as a protected class was not 
on his agenda or the agenda of the people 
of Indiana. Whether or not the people’s 
agenda has changed, the governor’s is 
obviously written in erasable ink. 

The O’Connors reopened their restau- 
rant after eight days, and the controversy 
appeared to blow over. Their custom- 
ers returned. Supporters from around the 
country raised nearly $850,000 in pledg- 
es to make up for lost business. Kevin 
O’Connor said he will give some of what- 
ever money they receive from that effort to 
charity and use the rest to make improve- 
ments in his small (eight-table) restaurant. 
The 61-year-old father of eight told the 
Associated Press he has no intention of 
taking the money and retiring. “I enjoy 
it,” he said of the business. “I don’t want 


to leave here. I want this to be something 
that my daughter can enjoy.” 


Bitter Outcome for Sweet Cakes 

Yet if it hasn’t happened already, it may 
be just a matter of time before some same- 
sex couple in Walkerton, Indiana, will 
order pizza for their wedding from the 
O’Connors, just to force them to bend the 
knee to Caesar. That’s what happened to 
Sweet Cakes by Melissa, a bakery in the 
Portland area of Oregon. In 2013, Aaron 
and Melissa Klein, owners of the Gresh- 
am bakery, turned down a request from a 
lesbian couple for a wedding cake, citing 
their religious beliefs as the reason. Under 
Oregon law that’s not enough. A lawyer 
for the two women brought a complaint to 
the state’s Bureau of Labor and Industries. 
Early this year an administrative judge 
found the Kleins in violation of state anti- 
discrimination law. 

“The law provides an exemption for 
religious organizations and schools, but 
does not allow private businesses to dis- 
criminate based on sexual orientation, just 
as they cannot legally deny service based 
on race, sex, age, disability or religion,” 
according to a statement issued by bureau 
spokesman Charlie Burr. The state sought 
a $75,000 fine from each of the Kleins, for 
a total of $150,000, and a judge recom- 
mended $135,000. 

“The Bible forbids us from proclaim- 
ing messages or participating in activities 
contrary to Biblical principles, including 
celebrations or ceremonies for uniting 
same-sex couples,” the Kleins, who are 
Christians, said in an affidavit filed with 
the Oregon labor board. They have closed 
their shop and now take and fill orders 
from their home. Forcing a couple out of 
their place of business and fining them as 
much as $150,000 is what some consider 
just punishment for turning down a request 
for a wedding cake. But even some sup- 
porters of “gay marriage” believe that’s 
carrying the principle of equality a bit 
too far. “What’s the balance of burdens in 
these cases?” asked liberal blogger Julian 
Sanchez about legal battles over bakers 
and photographers refusing their services 
for same-sex weddings: 


The discrimination involved here 


doesn’t plausibly deny the gay cou- 
ples effective civic equality: There 
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Forcing a couple out of their place of business and 
fining them as much as $150,000 is what some 
consider just punishment for turning down a request 
for a wedding cake. 


Fearful leader: Governor Mike Pence (R-Ind. 
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are plenty of bakers and photogra- 
phers who would be only too happy 
to take their money. Under the cir- 
cumstances, the urge to either fine 
or compel the services of these mis- 
guided homophobes comes across 
as having less to do with avoiding 
dire practical consequences for the 
denied couple than it does with sym- 
bolically punishing a few retrograde 
yokels for their reprehensible views. 
And much as I’d like for us all to 
pressure them to change those views 
— or at the very least shame them 
into changing their practices — if 
there turn out to be few enough of 
them that they’re not creating a sys- 
temic problem for gay citizens, it’s 
hard to see an interest sufficiently 
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compelling to justify /egal compul- 
sion — especially in professions 
with an inherently expressive char- 
acter, like photography. In short: 
Yes, these people are [expletive de- 
leted], but that alone doesn’t tell us 
how to balance their interest in ex- 
pressive association against compet- 
ing interests at this particular point 
in our history. 


Gold’s — Not God’s — 
“Commandment” 

It’s not a very warm or reassuring en- 
dorsement of tolerance for those Sanchez 
describes at various times as “homo- 
phobes,” “retrograde yokels,” “troglo- 
dytes,” and at least one crude anatomi- 
cal reference this magazine would not 


” 


) and the Republican legislature amended state 
law to ban “discrimination” against homosexuals by vendors who deny services for same-sex 
weddings. The governor and legislators yielded to threats of economic reprisals. 


think of publishing. It’s kind of a lim- 
ited, qualified, half-hearted tolerance of 
the “yokels,” as long as there are too few 
of them taking such stands to hinder the 
progress of the holy grail of progressive 
politics, “gay rights” and, especially, 
“gay marriage.” So long as that’s the 
case, the more enlightened among us can 
put up with the retrograde habits of the 
“homophobes” until the march of time 
makes them as extinct as dinosaurs and 
dodo birds. 

Frank Bruni, an openly gay columnist 
and self-appointed theologian at the New 
York Times, has instructed readers that 
“homosexuality and Christianity don’t 
have to be in conflict in any church any- 
where. That many Christians regard them 
as incompatible is understandable, an ex- 
ample not so much of hatred’s pull as of 
tradition’s sway. Beliefs ossified over cen- 
turies aren’t easily shaken.” 

But they must be, Bruni insists, for in 
this new Age of Aquarius — or whatever 
— the commandments of God must yield 
to the “commandment” of Gold. That’s 
Mitchell Gold, whom Bruni identifies as 
“a prominent furniture maker and gay 
philanthropist.... Gold told me that church 
leaders must be made ‘to take homosexu- 
ality off the sin list.” His commandment is 
worthy — and warranted.” 


“Coercion, Not Liberation” 

Not all Times columnists are such doctri- 
naire enemies of religious liberty. Even 
more-or-less moderate, sometimes sorta 
conservative David Brooks, while secure- 
ly aboard the “gay marriage” bandwagon, 
confesses to being a bit squeamish about 
things like fining a couple $150,000 for 
refusing to bake a cake. 

“In the first place,” he wrote in his 
March 31 column, “if there is no attempt 
to balance religious liberty and civil rights, 
the cause of gay rights will be associated 
with coercion, not liberation.” (Imagine 
that!) “Some people have lost their jobs 
for expressing opposition to gay mar- 
riage,” Brooks noted. “A movement that 
stands for tolerance does not want to be 
on the side of a government that compels a 
photographer who is an evangelical Chris- 
tian to shoot a same-sex wedding that he 
would rather avoid.” 

But then again, maybe it does. The 
movement doesn’t really stand for much 


THE NEW AMERICAN @ MAY 18, 2015 


ane 


41> ; + Bence / Pereew youtube Com s/watchwe BAccPOseKM 
-m m@ 


You 


‘ wee&t a6 ‘2 


Oregon Bakery, “Sweet Cabes Bakery Refuses To Make Cake for Lesbian Wedding - YouTube : 


fa: 


of South Boston to exclude gay organiza- 
tions from the Saint Patrick’s Day parade, 
just as organizers of “Gay Pride” parades 
are free to exclude persons or organiza- 
tions with “anti-gay” creeds or messages. 
What has happened to freedom of asso- 
ciation and freedom of speech? “As has 
been so frequently asked,” wrote Selwyn 
Duke for THE NEw AMERICAN, “would 
we force a Jewish or black businessman 
to cater a Nazi or KKK affair? Is that the 
American way?” 


The “Compelling 

Government Interest” 

The “American way” seems to be 
changing fast and changing, to quote 
Brooks, in the direction of “coercion, 
not liberation.” When the federal Reli- 
gious Freedom Restoration Act — upon 
which similar acts in 20 states are based 


Punishment fit the “crime”? A judge has recommended that Sweet Cakes by Melissa owners 
Aaron and Melissa Klein be fined $135,000 for refusing to bake a cake for a same-sex wedding. 
The Kleins refuse to participate in “activities contrary to Biblical principles.” 


in the way of tolerance. Though its advo- 
cates try to identify the cause with the civil 
rights movement of the 1950s and ’60s, 
they lack a villain who isn’t a straw man. 
There is no Bull Connor turning police 
dogs and fire hoses on people marching in 
a “gay pride” parade. There is no George 
Wallace blocking the entrance to the cha- 
pel, the justice of the peace, or the banquet 
hall as he once stood in a doorway to block 
two qualified black students from entering 
the University of Alabama. 

The best they can do for villains in this 
story is a couple of Christian bakers who 
allegedly inflicted emotional stress upon 
two women who wished to be married, 
because they would not bake the ladies a 
wedding cake. If that merits a $135,000 
fine, one might shudder to imagine what 
they must charge for parking violations in 
the state of Oregon. 


Live and Let Live? 

When gay couples wanted to cohabitate 
free of state anti-sodomy laws, it was 
a matter of individual freedom and the 
right to “live and let live.” When they 
wanted their sexual unions recognized as 
marriage, well, that was an affirmation of 
their freedom of choice and a need for 
tolerance on the part of society for per- 
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sonal liberty and alternative lifestyles. 
But when others choose to have nothing 
to do with all of that, it becomes, accord- 
ing to Sanchez, the duty of the more en- 
lightened in our midst to “pressure them 
to change those views — or at the very 
least shame them into changing their 
practices.” Whatever happened to “live 
and let live”? That old motto must have 
gotten lost when it took a left turn down 
a street marked “One Way.” 

Last year, the U.S. Supreme Court, 
which once “discovered” in the Constitu- 
tion rights of privacy and personal choice 
undefined (indeed, unmentioned) broadly 
enough to protect the intentional killing 
of unborn babies, could not find a right 
worth protecting for a New Mexico pho- 
tographer found guilty of violating the 
state’s Human Rights Act by refusing, 
on both religious and artistic freedom 
grounds, to photograph a lesbian “com- 
mitment ceremony.” The “Supremes” de- 
clined to hear the case, thus allowing the 
state Supreme Court ruling against Elane 
Photography to stand. 

What about a pro-life printer who 
refuses to print brochures for a local 
Planned Parenthood event? The U.S. 
Supreme Court 20 years ago upheld the 
right of the Allied War Veterans Council 


was passed in 1993, it enjoyed wide 
bipartisan support. It passed the House 
unanimously and in the Senate by a 
vote of 97-3, and was signed into law 
by President Clinton. Impetus for the 
law came from a 1990 Supreme Court 
decision that upheld Oregon’s denial 
of unemployment compensation to two 
American Indians who were fired from 
their jobs because of their use of peyote, 
a substance used in a sacramental rite 
of their religion. The act stated: “Gov- 
ernment shall not substantially burden 
a person’s exercise of religion even if 
the burden results from a rule of general 
applicability.” 

The law provides an exception if the 
burden is necessary for “the furtherance 
of a compelling government interest” and 
is imposed by the least restrictive means 
consistent with that “compelling govern- 
ment interest.” 

“That to preserve these rights govern- 
ments are instituted among men, deriving 
their just powers from the consent of the 
governed.” (from The Declaration of In- 
dependence.) According to our founding 
documents, the primary and most com- 
pelling government interest is the defense 
of our liberties. The unalienable right to 
photographers and wedding cakes didn’t 
make it into the final drafts. 

There are precious few signs of aware- 
ness by our elected officials of that com- 
pelling interest to defend liberty. It is 
long past time that we reminded them. Hf 
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The United States could learn a lot from the small country of Sri Lanka about terror 
campaigns and the results of governmental restrictions of personal rights. 


by Charles Scaliger 


OLOMBO, SRI LANKA — Sri Lanka 

is one of Asia’s smallest nations in 

terms of land area, but its recent 
history has been among the world’s most 
tragic. Measuring only about 270 miles 
north to south and 150 miles east to west 
at its widest point, this beautiful teardrop- 
shaped island country off India’s southeast 
coast has endured its own terrible war on 
terrorism in recent decades, an epic natural 
disaster, and almost interminable econom- 
ic malaise. The fact that Sri Lanka finally 
appears well on the way to exorcising the 
demons of its long war and eradicating 
much of the poverty that has kept its eco- 
nomic potential in check are signal lessons 
to America — now mired in its own seem- 
ingly endless war on terrorism in various 
parts of the world, and stuck in a years- 
long run of slow to nonexistent economic 
growth — that real change, though often 
elusive, is possible. 

The island of Sri Lanka, still known 
to some as Ceylon, has long occupied a 
pivotal role in international commerce. 
Blessed with bountiful soil, abundant 
rainfall, and a lovely coastline punctuated 
by endless pristine beaches and (more im- 
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portantly) deep bays ideal for harbors, Sri 
Lanka was known to the ancient Greeks as 
Taprobane and to Arab traders as Serendib 
(whence the English word “serendipity”). 
Its position at the top center of the Indi- 
an Ocean, halfway between the Middle 
East and the Far East, has long made it 
the major way station (along with India’s 
Malabar Coast) on the sea spice trading 
route from the East Indies. Sri Lanka also 
produces spices on its own account, as 
well as a grand variety of tropical fruits, 
timber, rice, and gems. Compared to its 
giant northern neighbor, India, Sri Lanka 
is remarkably fecund, with palm and rub- 
ber plantations, rice paddies, and other 
cash crop agriculture in every corner of 
the island. Although Sri Lanka, like India, 
is heavily populated, wildlife abounds 
here. The island has the world’s densest 
wild elephant and leopard populations, 
and flocks of wild peacocks are ubiqui- 
tous. Off Sri Lanka’s south coast, a large 
year-round population of blue whales was 
discovered only a few years ago; today, it 
is a major tourist attraction. 

Moreover, Sri Lanka’s multiethnic popu- 
lation is superbly prepared for participation 
in international trade, because — unlike 
China and the Middle East, for example — 


most educated Sri Lankans speak English. 
English-language Sri Lankan newspapers 
line newsstands alongside others in Sinha- 
lese and Tamil, and English-language tele- 
vision is widely viewed. 

In a word, few countries in the world 
are as blessed with natural resources as Sri 
Lanka; why, then, has this island paradise 
been so slow to progress in the post-colo- 
nial era? 


When this author last visited Sri Lanka in 
2001, the country had already been at war 
for nearly 20 years. The brutal conflict, 
pitting the minority Hindu Tamils in Sri 
Lanka’s north and east against a national 
government that primarily represented Sri 
Lanka’s Sinhalese Buddhist majority, had 
taken tens of thousands of lives and led to 
a hardening of attitudes on both sides. Mili- 
tary strikes on Tamil-occupied positions in 
the north inevitably led to terrorist reprisals, 
often in Colombo, the island’s capital and 
only large city. Suicide bombers trained by 
the LTTE (the Liberation Tigers of Tamil 
Eelam, or simply “Tamil Tigers”) assassi- 
nated a steady stream of prominent Sinha- 
lese politicians, including Sri Lankan pres- 
ident Ranasinghe Premadasa in 1993 and 


23 


The ensuing gun and RPG battle spilled over into the 
international terminal, Sending terrified tourists fleeing 
for cover. A steady stream of lower-profile Suicide 
bombings in crowded public places such as buses, 
sports events, and political rallies Kept the Sri Lankan 


populace in constant fear. 


prominent politician Gamini Dissanayake 
in 1994. The Tamil Tigers’ most famous 
victim, however, was Indian Prime Minis- 
ter Rajiv Gandhi, assassinated in 1991 by 
a female Tiger dressed as a well-wisher at 
a political rally outside Madras, carrying a 
bomb underneath her dress. 

In addition to suicide bombings, the Ti- 
gers carried out a series of increasingly bra- 
zen terrorist attacks by other means; a truck 
bomb in 1997 damaged Colombo’s own 
recently inaugurated World Trade Center 
(also a pair of towers), taking 17 innocent 
lives, while in July of 2001 — only weeks 
before 9/11 —a cadre of Tigers overran Sri 
Lanka’s only international airport and adja- 
cent air force base, torching a large number 
of SriLankan Airlines passenger jets and 
military aircraft parked on the tarmac. The 
ensuing gun and RPG (rocket-propelled 
grenade) battle spilled over into the inter- 


national terminal, sending terrified tourists 
fleeing for cover. A steady stream of lower- 
profile suicide bombings in crowded public 
places such as buses, sports events, and po- 
litical rallies kept the Sri Lankan populace 
in constant fear. 

For its part, the Sri Lankan military car- 
ried out well-documented acts of brutality 
against Tamil civilians in the north and 
east, often failing to discriminate between 
civilian and combatant. The entire coun- 
try was a garrison state, with every major 
highway guarded by checkpoints, blast 
barriers, and machine-gun nests. Hard- 
faced soldiers stopped civilian vehicles 
— especially public buses — at random 
and searched passengers for incriminating 
materials. On one occasion, a young Tamil 
woman sitting next to this writer on a bus 
to Colombo was summarily detained for 
hesitating to show ID. 


Airport terror: The July 2001 attack by the Tamil Tigers on Sri Lanka’s only international 
airport inflicted enormous economic damage on the country. In the attack’s aftermath, police 
swept through the surrounding suburbs rounding up suspects, intensifying still further the 
government’s authoritarian anti-terrorist measures. 
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Interestingly, the animosity between 
Tamils and Sinhalese does not appear to 
fall into the category of “ancient ethnic ha- 
tred.” Instead, Sinhalese and Tamils appear 
to have generally coexisted peacefully in 
the pre-colonial era, with Tamil-Sinhalese 
bilingualism widespread. Indeed, the mod- 
ern Sinhalese language is well-laden with 
words borrowed from Tamil — despite the 
fact that very few Sinhalese speak Tamil at 
all nowadays. 

During the British colonial period, the 
inhabitants of Ceylon were — as all colo- 
nized peoples must inevitably be — subject 
to a significant measure of divide and rule. 
For one thing, the British imported large 
numbers of Tamils from southern India to 
labor on their vast tea estates in Sri Lanka’s 
hill country, after the proud local Sinhalese 
refused to do the work. For another, the 
British frequently appointed Tamils rather 
than Sinhalese to plum administrative 
posts. Factors such as these encouraged the 
rise of a sort of ethnic Sinhalese and Bud- 
dhist chauvinism, which was to bear deadly 
fruit after the departure of the British. 

When Sri Lanka achieved indepen- 
dence from Britain in 1948, the majority 
Sinhalese lost little time exacting politi- 
cal payback from the Tamils for perceived 
decades of British favoritism. Days after 
independence, the Ceylon Parliament 
passed the Ceylon Citizenship Act, which 
made it almost impossible for the rough- 
ly 700,000 “Hill Tamils” to become Sri 
Lankan citizens. In 1956, the notorious 
“Sinhala Only Act” was passed, making 
Sinhala the sole official language of the 
country, and requiring all government 
employees to speak fluent Sinhala. Many 
Tamils who could not were forced to re- 
sign. In the early 1970s, Sri Lanka insti- 
tuted a sort of reverse affirmative action in 
response to the fact that minority Tamils 
were disproportionately represented in Sri 
Lanka’s universities. This so-called “Pol- 
icy of standardization” required Tamils to 
score significantly higher on placement 
exams than Sinhalese in order to gain ad- 
mission to colleges and universities. In 
1978, anew constitution (Sri Lanka’s third 
since independence) was promulgated in 
which Buddhism was declared the official 
state religion. Other discriminatory poli- 
cies, such as bans on the importation of 
Tamil-language media, further fanned the 
flames of ethnic hatred. 
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Aftermath: A traumatized Sri Lankan contemplates the destruction left by the 2004 tsunami, 
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which obliterated towns and cities all along Sri Lanka’s south and east coasts, including most 
lucrative tourist beach towns, and took tens of thousands of lives. The event seems to have 
catalyzed Sri Lanka’s will to end its war on terrorism, rebuild its economy, and take steps toward 


a more open society. 


As with all varieties of socialism, Sri 
Lankan socialism (the country’s official 
name is the Democratic Socialist Repub- 
lic of Sri Lanka) required a designated 
privileged class even as it proclaimed its 
supposedly egalitarian ideals. Under Sri 
Lanka’s socialist and Buddhist constitu- 
tion, all were equal, but Sinhalese Bud- 
dhists were to be more equal than others. 

It is worth noting that Sinhalese na- 
tionalist claims of representing the “pur- 
est” and oldest form of Buddhism are not 
completely without merit. Sri Lanka was 
the first nation visited by Buddhist mis- 
sionary monks, and her venerable ancient 
temples at Anuradhapura include a gigan- 
tic, 2,000-year-old sacred fig tree that is 
claimed to have been grown from a cutting 
collected from the very tree in India under 
which the Buddha first achieved enlight- 
enment. Known as the Siri Mahabodinva- 
hanse in Sinhalese, this enormous tree is 
the world’s oldest flowering plant and the 
oldest continually documented tree any- 
where in the world. 

Sri Lankan Buddhism is probably the 
most conservative strain of Theravada 
Buddhism, which is probably much closer 
to the original practices of the Buddha 
and his first followers than Mahayana and 
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other strains of Buddhism found in China, 
Tibet, Japan, and elsewhere. Thousands of 
Theravada Buddhist monks come to Sri 
Lanka from countries such as Burma and 
Thailand to study Buddhist doctrine at the 
myriad of monasteries and schools found 
here. The Pali language — the original 
language of the Buddhist scriptures — is 
taught here as nowhere else. 

At the same time, the Buddhist mind- 
set has made it easy for socialism to flour- 
ish in Sri Lanka (as well as in many other 
Buddhist nations), in no small measure 
because of its lack of a concept of indi- 
viduality. Nirvana (or, in Pali, nibbana), 
which is sometimes regarded as the Bud- 
dhist equivalent of Christian salvation, 
postulates a state in which individuality 
is extinguished and the soul or life-force 
absorbed into a sort of universal totality, 
finally freed from all want, care, and even 
individuated perception. 

Although some strands of Buddhism 
have been characterized as atheist, Sri 
Lankan Buddhists typically worship vari- 
ous Hindu deities — yet another fact at- 
testing to the historical closeness between 
Hindus and Buddhists on this island. 

But all devout Buddhists aspire to re- 
nounce their individuality as an ultimate 


goal, which renders the notion of individu- 
al, unalienable rights moot (and in fairness 
to Buddhism, other religious systems, in- 
cluding Hinduism and Jainism, similarly 
lack a robust notion of individuality). 

The wedding of Buddhist philosophy 
with Sinhalese nationalist politics has pro- 
duced a system of government in which 
individual rights are not accorded a very 
prominent status, and a notoriously docile 
Sinhalese electorate seldom participates 
in the political process beyond casting the 
occasional vote. 


Unfortunately for the majority Sinhalese, 
their sense of dharmic calm was shattered, 
beginning in the 1970s, when disenfran- 
chised Tamils began to commit acts of 
increasingly violent resistance against 
the Sri Lankan government. The tipping 
point came in 1983, when Tamil rebels 
attacked an army check point in northern 
Sri Lanka, killing 13 soldiers. In reprisal, 
thousands of Sinhalese poured into the 
streets of major Sri Lankan cities, killing 
as many as 3,000 Tamils and burning en- 
tire blocks of Tamil businesses and houses 
to the ground. Colombo’s bustling Pettah 
market district, mostly inhabited by Tamil 
merchants, was devastated. These events, 
which occurred in July of 1983 (now 
known as “Black July”), marked the be- 
ginning of true civil war. 

The Tamil Tigers, who had, like most in- 
surgents, begun as a ragtag outfit of hard- 
line ideologues, soon coalesced, under 
the leadership of Velupillai Prabakharan, 
into the world’s most successful guerrilla 
army and terrorist organization. At the 
height of their party, the Tigers controlled 
most of northern and eastern Sri Lanka 
and fielded not only an effective battle- 
field force of thousands of well-trained 
and well-armed fighters, but also cadres 
of suicide commandoes and even a small 
navy. Sri Lankan politicians, journalists, 
and other leaders lived in terror of their 
ability to infiltrate and carry out assassi- 
nations, while fledgling terrorist outfits 
in the Middle East appear to have learned 
from the Tigers how to create suicide vests 
filled with ball bearings and other types of 
deadly shrapnel for maximum effect. 

Although they came under interna- 
tional condemnation for recruiting minors 
as soldiers and suicide bombers (Then- 
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mozhi Rajaratnam, Rajiv Gandhi’s assas- 
sin, was a teenage girl), the Tigers care- 
fully refrained from attacking Western 
and foreign targets (with the exception of 
Gandhi), thereby avoiding for decades in- 
clusion on lists of terrorist organizations 
proscribed by Western governments. As a 
result, Prabakharan and his fellows attract- 
ed large amounts of funding from wealthy 
Tamils living in places such as Canada 
and Great Britain — which they used to 
purchase sophisticated military hardware 
and to run a sophisticated propaganda and 
recruitment campaign. 

During the ebb and flow of the war, 
peace talks were attempted and cease- 
fires implemented, only to dissolve into 
mutual recrimination and the renewal of 
hostilities. Sri Lanka became an armed 
camp, and the government’s police pow- 
ers grew and grew. Countless Sri Lankans 
suspected of terrorist sympathies were 
“disappeared,” and politicians exploited 
their “war on terrorism’ to maximal effect; 
no policy was too repressive and no fiscal 
exaction too severe in view of the need to 
fight the foe, and many Sri Lankans, de- 
spairing of ever finding any opportunities 
in this poisoned paradise, emigrated to 
North America, Europe, and prosperous 
Middle Eastern states such as Dubai. 
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Then came the day that changed every- 
thing. On the day after Christmas 2004, 
while millions of Sri Lankan Buddhists 
were enjoying temple and family time on 
Poya (the monthly festival on full moon 
day), the ocean all along Sri Lanka’s east- 
ern, southern, and southwest coast sud- 
denly and mysteriously withdrew from the 
shoreline. Sri Lankans and tourists alike 
watched in awe as sea creatures flopped 
about on expanses of mud and sand that 
had been suddenly exposed to the open 
air. No one had any idea what this event 
portended. 
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Within minutes, the nation of Sri Lanka 
learned what Thailand and Indonesia had 
learned only hours before: A terrible wave, 
a tsunami produced by a powerful earth- 
quake on the sea floor off Sumatra, was 
racing across the Indian Ocean, wreaking 
a sort of havoc the human race had never 
before witnessed in historical times. As the 
great wave swept ashore, sweeping away 
Sinhalese and Tamils alike, many of Sri 
Lanka’s coastal cities, including the port 
cities of Galle in the southwest and Bat- 
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ticaloa on the east coast, were virtually de- 
stroyed. An entire railroad train crammed 
with hundreds of Poya worshippers was 
lifted off the rails and obliterated, with 
only a handful of passengers surviving. 
Many hundreds of foreign tourists were 
killed as well. Coastal fishing villages 
were erased from existence, and — as 
in other of the worst-hit areas in the tsu- 
nami’s path — the entire shoreline of the 
island was changed. Freshwater lakes 
near the coast became saltwater lagoons, 
and gleaming beaches were submerged 
in rack and ruin. Many tens of thousands 
of Sri Lankans, including especially large 
numbers of children, died on that day. It is 
common today to meet people, such as a 
taxi driver in Colombo this author spoke 
with in March, who lost their entire im- 
mediate and extended families. Only the 
country of Indonesia suffered higher nu- 
merical losses than Sri Lanka, but in terms 
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Loyal support: Sri Lankans show their support of former president Mahinda Rajapaksa, the leader 
credited with ending the civil war and reviving Sri Lanka’s economy. Rajapaksa’s government also 
engaged in police-state tactics against the opposition and made no effort to reconcile with the 
defeated Tamils in the north. The signs read “Leader of the Common People” in Sinhala. 
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of a percentage of the total population, Sri 
Lanka’s loss was by far the worst. 

In the tsunami’s aftermath, Sri Lanka 
was a land of bereaved mothers, refu- 
gee camps, and international charity. So 
awful was the trauma that a cease-fire 
was called in the civil war, and negotia- 
tions were re-opened. 

Unfortunately, even the trauma of one 
of history’s greatest natural disasters was 
not enough to bring the war to an end. A 
year or so after the tsunami, hostilities re- 
sumed for what was to be the worst and 
final stage of the entire war. A new presi- 
dent, Mahinda Rajapaksa, was elected in 
2005. Less inclined than his predecessors 
to submit to international oversight of the 
civil war, Rajapaksa eventually authorized 
all-out war on the Tigers, and soon had 
them on the run. 

The end, when it came, was as terrible 
as any civil war in modern times. The Sri 
Lankan military had the remnants of the 
Tamil army cornered against the ocean 
on Sri Lanka’s northeast coast — along 
with many thousands of innocent Tamil 
civilians who lived in the area. A siege 
that lasted for weeks slowly tightened the 
noose around Prabakharan and his lieuten- 
ants. The Tigers, for their part, refused to 
let many civilians leave the combat area, 
apparently hoping their presence would 
serve as a deterrent for an all-out assault. 
In the final days of the war, thousands of 
civilians fled across a shallow lake to es- 
cape the carnage, only to be gunned down 
by Tamil Tigers and government troops 
alike. The final assault on the Tigers, 
which took place on May 16, 2009, was 
total war at its worst, in which government 
troops butchered the remaining Tigers, in- 
cluding many who tried to surrender, and 
many civilians, including a well-known 
female Tamil journalist, who happened to 
be in the way. Among the dead, the body 
of fallen Tamil leader Prabakharan was 
filmed by the Sri Lankan military. Many 
pitiful and shocking videos of atrocities 
committed against captured Tigers and 
Tamil civilians have accumulated on You- 
Tube, prompting the inevitable calls on the 
part of the “international community” for 
war crimes tribunals. 

Flush with victory, the Rajapaksa gov- 
ernment proceeded to exploit its new sta- 
tus as victors by indulging new spasms 
of Sinhalese Buddhist chauvinism. Non- 
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Recovery: Colombo’s financial district, seen here in the background, is a bustling center of 
international commerce these days, although the government is still resistant to allowing foreign 
investment. The Sri Lankan economy has been one of the world’s fastest growing in the past few 


years, far outstripping most of the rest of Asia. 


Buddhists, including Christians, began to 
endure discrimination, and reconciliation 
with the vanquished Tamil minority did 
not materialize. Much as in America’s de- 
feated South after the civil war, northern 
Sri Lanka was turned into a military pro- 
tectorate, with vast refugee camps full of 
displaced Tamils guarded by government 
troops. Well-connected ethnic Sinhalese 
developers and military officers began 
seizing Tamil property to build hotels for 
an anticipated tourist influx. 

At the same time Rajapaksa, feeling 
slighted by the West over repeated calls 
for war crimes investigations, turned to 
China as a source of postwar investment 
dollars. The Chinese government proved 
only too happy to lend the Sri Lankan gov- 
ernment money for all types of new devel- 
opment projects, including much-needed 
modern expressways connecting Colombo 
with its international airport and northern 
suburbs, and also linking the capital with 
south coast beach towns. 

Besides these, however, the Rajapaksa 
administration also spent money on proj- 
ects that were transparently designed 
to line the pockets of the president, his 
friends, and family members. These in- 
cluded a second international airport 
(which hosts one or two flights per day), 
an international cricket stadium, and a lav- 
ish conference center — all built around 
Hambantota, the president’s hometown on 
the remote south coast. On the rare occa- 
sions when the Hambantota airport does 


have air traffic, runways sometimes have 
to be cleared of wild elephants, and planes 
are in constant danger of striking the many 
peacocks that flock in the area. 

In Colombo itself, new skyscrapers are 
going up everywhere, including a gigantic 
structure — the Lotus Tower — reminis- 
cent of Toronto’s CN Tower. Colombo’s 
port is being massively expanded, and a 
beltway is being built on the city’s perim- 
eter. Most of these projects are financed 
by Chinese loans and are being built by 
Chinese contractors, to the consternation 
of both India (a historic rival of China) and 
the West. 


To his credit, Rajapaksa dismantled the 
garrison state apparatus of the war years. 
However, he is accused of having “disap- 
peared” a number of political rivals and 
antagonistic journalists. 

In late 2014, Rajapaksa announced 
surprise elections, in which he expect- 
ed to cruise to yet another reelection, 
strengthening his hold on power. Instead, 
a member of his own Cabinet, Maithri- 
pala Sirisena, after secretly forging a 
coalition of supporters within the gov- 
ernment and conferring with the Indian 
government, publicly defected from the 
Rajapaksa government and announced 
his own candidacy. Maithri, as he is af- 
fectionately known, is no less a Sinhalese 
Buddhist nationalist than Rajapaksa, but 
he pledged to put an end to the reckless 
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accumulation of debt, to seek full recon- 
ciliation with the Tamils, and not to fill 
his administration with cronies and fam- 
ily members, as Rajapaksa had done. 

The election was a closely contested 
affair, but Maithripala’s gamble paid off. 
To the surprise of nearly everyone, Raj- 
apaksa graciously conceded defeat and 
vacated “Temple Trees,” the Sri Lankan 
presidential residence in the heart of Co- 
lombo, without protest. 

As part of the deal to get elected presi- 
dent, Sirisena forged an alliance with Sri 
Lanka’s most promising leader, Ranil Wi- 
kremesinghe. Wikremesinghe has been on 
the Sri Lankan national stage for decades, 
and has served as Sri Lanka’s prime min- 
ister twice before. In return for his sup- 
port, Wikremesinghe was appointed prime 
minister by Sirisena, and is now the sec- 
ond-most powerful person in Sri Lanka. 
Wikremesinghe is that rarest of birds in 
the Asian political aviary: a genuinely pro- 
Western politician who is also a staunch 
supporter of free markets. Wikremesing- 
he is not only highly regarded by the Sri 
Lankan business community, he is also a 
member of the Mont Pelerin Society, an 
international organization founded by the 
likes of Ludwig von Mises and Friedrich 
Hayek to promote genuine free market 
economics and limited government world- 
wide. Should Wikremesinghe ever become 
president, the economic and political pros- 
pects for this small nation with so much 
potential would be very great indeed. 

As it is, the atmosphere in Sri Lanka is 
one of nearly unbridled optimism. Nearly 
all Sinhalese agree that a return to civil 
war is unthinkable, and the Tamils expect 
the new government (which has already 
released many political prisoners and par- 
doned exiled journalists and Tamil lead- 
ers) to make progress toward true recon- 
ciliation. As America learned from her 
own experience with civil war, true rec- 
onciliation can be a generational process. 

In the meantime, Sri Lanka’s economy 
has been one of Asia’s fastest growing over 
the last several years. While much prog- 
ress remains to be made in eliminating red 
tape, corruption, burdensome government 
controls, and other legacies of suffocating 
socialist policies, Sri Lanka very much ap- 
pears to be headed in the right direction. 

Perhaps most crucially for Americans, 
Sri Lanka’s experience does demonstrate 
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that seemingly endless wars against terror- 
ism — as well as the expansion of arbi- 
trary police state power that such conflicts 
inevitably create — can end, although the 
price paid in lost lives, treasure, and po- 
litical stability is seldom worth the cost of 
embarking on such open-ended wars in the 
first place. 

In early July 2001, when this author 
returned to the United States after a nine- 
month stay in wartime Sri Lanka, he was 
grateful to leave the garrison-state condi- 
tions of a country under siege and return 
to a country where terrorism posed no sig- 
nificant problems. Weeks after his return, 
that relief was underscored by the horrific 
attacks on Sri Lanka’s international air- 
port — the most spectacular terrorist at- 
tack in the new millennium anywhere in 
the world. 

But history is not without a sense of 
irony. After 9/11 unfolded, the Tamil Ti- 
gers were abruptly forgotten on the in- 
ternational stage, and America plunged 
headlong into her own war on terrorism, 
complete with sweeping new police and 
surveillance powers our political leader- 
ship rushed to confer on themselves while 
popular sentiment was sympathetic. Four- 
teen years later it is Sri Lanka that has 
managed to solve her terrorism problem 
and even significantly roll back the pow- 


AP Images 


s.r  n... ......m 


ers of her own government; America, 
meanwhile, continues to chase shadows 
in the midst of a growing Middle Eastern 
conflagration, while stubbornly refusing 
to repeal police-state legislation, such as 
the Patriot Act, at home. 

Why has Sri Lanka, against all expec- 
tation, managed to change? The prob- 
able answer is that Sri Lankans wearied 
of wartime, poverty, and tragedy. It is 
an unfortunate lesson of history that 
people (and especially their govern- 
ments) seldom change course until they 
are forced to pay an awful price for their 
intransigence. In Sri Lanka it has taken 
a tsunami, three decades of civil war, 
and stubborn poverty, but lessons have 
finally been learned. Sri Lanka’s youth, 
in particular, have no desire to repeat the 
follies of their parents and grandparents. 
While Sri Lanka and the United States are 
scarcely comparable in many respects, 
human nature is immutable. We are con- 
strained to wonder what it will take for 
the American people to become as weary 
of endless war, police state government 
overreach, and economic malaise as the 
Sri Lankans. We hope that the price we 
will have to pay for our own foray into 
terrorism-fueled authoritarianism will not 
be as steep as what Sri Lanka has had to 
endure. 


=——s 


Hope for change: Three-time Sri Lankan Prime Minister Ranil Wikremesinghe casts his vote in the 
recent elections. Wikremesinghe is one of the most pro-business, pro-free market leaders in Asia. 
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THE MEANING OF “GITMO” 


A sergeant of the guard at Guantanamo Bay investigates the deaths of three inmates 
there, inmates who supposedly choked themselves while under direct supervision. 


by Jack Kenny 


Murder at Camp Delta: A Staff Ser- 
geant’s Pursuit of the Truth About Guan- 
tanamo Bay, by Joseph Hickman, New 
York: Simon & Schuster, 2015, 245 pages, 
hardcover. 


n the night of June 9, 2006, three 

prisoners were removed, one at 

a time, from their cells in Camp 
Delta on Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, where 
“detainees” in the post-9/11 “War on Ter- 
ror” have been held since 2002. Each of 
the three was escorted by Navy guards into 
the back of a windowless white van. Each 
was driven off the base to an unknown 
destination. At around midnight the van 
returned and backed up to the clinic with 
three dead prisoners. All three had com- 
mitted suicide, according to the word 
given to base personnel and distributed 
throughout the world by the news media 
the next day. They had killed themselves 
by stuffing rags down their own throats to 
cause death by asphyxiation, the troops 
were told. To Staff Sergeant Joseph Hick- 
man, the sergeant of the guard that night, 
the story seemed more than a little fishy. 

“How could they have died in the cus- 
tody of navy escorts, with bruises and rags 
stuffed in their throats?” Hickman won- 
dered, as he recalls in Murder at Camp 
Delta. Prisoners in their cells, he reports, 
were under continual surveillance. When, 
for any reason, they were removed from 
their cells, they were closely guarded. 
“How could they have committed suicide 
if they weren’t in their cells?” Hickman 
wondered. 

Army Colonel Mike Bumgarner dis- 
posed of that question in his instructions 
to base personnel early the next morning. 
The men had died “in their cells” in Alpha 
block, the colonel informed the men and 
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women in his command. The colonel 
concluded his brief and puzzling remarks 
with a strict order to silence on the matter. 
The servicemen on the base were not to 
discuss the deaths with “any reporter, any 
family member, or any military personnel 
on this base or anywhere else,” he com- 
manded, with an added reminder that all 
their communications were monitored by 
the National Security Agency. 

Though he’d had several years of mili- 
tary experience by then, to Hickman it 
was an odd application of “operational 
secrecy,” or “op sec” for short. “Op sec 
was supposed to be aimed at defeating 
the enemy, not at covering over failures 
or crimes inside a unit,” he thought. Wel- 
come to the 21st-century U.S. Army. 


By the time the newspapers got the ac- 
count of what had happened, the three 
dead detainees — two from Saudi Arabia 
and one from Yemen — had committed 
suicide in their respective cells by hang- 
ing themselves with nooses made of bed 
sheets and clothing, and they could not be 
revived by medical personnel. That was 
what the world would learn and, in the 
view of the military command at Guan- 
tanamo, all it needed to learn about the 
deaths. But it was in clear contradiction 
to what Sgt. Hickman had seen that night. 
He had seen three prisoners escorted from 
Alpha block to the white van, which drove 
off with all of them. He had seen the van 
return and back up to the medical clinic 
where three bodies were unloaded. Nei- 
ther he nor any of the other guards on duty 
that night had seen bodies carried out of 
Alpha block, where the three deceased had 
allegedly hanged themselves. For all of his 
loyalty to and respect for the U.S. military 
and all he believed the military represent- 
ed, the question for Hickman might have 


} 


20TH ABOUT UA 


JOSEPH HICKMAN 


come from an old Marx Brothers movie: 
“Who’re ya gonna believe, me or you own 
eyes?” 

The deaths, of course, required an in- 
vestigation — or some official, semi-plau- 
sible facsimile. Two years later, the Naval 
Criminal Investigative Services issued a 
3,000-page report remarkable mainly for 
its omissions. Hickman, the sergeant of 
the guard on the night of the “suicides,” 
was never questioned, nor were the guards 
on duty that night. There was no acknowl- 
edgement, let alone explanation, of pages 
missing from a logbook. If three terror 
suspects were able to commit suicide at 
the same time in such a tightly secured, 
heavily guarded facility as the detention 
center at Guantanamo, it indicated, at the 
very least, serious negligence on some- 
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He had seen three prisoners escorted from Alpha 
block to the white van, which drove off with all of 
them. He had seen the van return and back up to the 
medical clinic where three bodies were unloaded. 


one’s part. Yet no accountability, no re- 
crimination was ever indicated or called 
for. Hickman returned to civilian life and 
looked for ways to pursue a more seri- 
ous investigation. Law students at Seton 
Hall University delved into the case and 
published a study called Death in Camp 
Delta that pointed out the flaws and con- 
tradictions of the official report. Harper’s 
magazine ran an account of the incident, 
based largely on Hickman’s observations. 
But for the most part, the nation’s news 
media left the story the way it had been 
handed down by the military command at 
Guantanamo on the day after the unfortu- 
nate trio turned up dead. 


“America’s Battle Lab” 
Hickman offers a riveting account of life 
in the pressure cooker at sunbaked Guan- 
tanamo, where prisoners were routinely 
beaten and abused, guards had bags of 
urine and feces thrown at them, and riots 
and hunger strikes were common forms of 
protest. The author shows that by the gov- 
ernment’s own numbers, no more than five 
percent of the Guantanamo prisoners were 
captured by American military forces. 
Most were caught by Afghan or Pakistani 
warlords and turned over to Americans 
in Afghanistan for the bounty the United 
States offered. Of the three “suicide” vic- 
tims, Hickman noted, “None had been 
captured by American forces, and in the 
roughly four years each had been held 
at Gitmo, the U.S. military had failed to 
make a strong case against any of them.” 
One of them, Ali Abdullah Ahmed, had 
been “snatched from a car in Pakistan with 
other men who were suspected of having 
trained at a terrorist camp.” Ahmed, a 
Saudi, was also suspected of using a char- 
ity as a cover for jihadist activities, Hick- 
man wrote, though the charity “had never 
been put on the U.S.’s watch list. In fact 
it had been deemed an organization that 
attracted ‘moderates.’” 

While the prison population on Guan- 
tanamo did include the notorious Khalid 
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Sheikh Mohammed, alleged mastermind 
of the 9/11 attacks, it did not, on the 
whole, fit President George W. Bush’s de- 
scription of “the worst of the worst” of the 
world’s terrorists. On the contrary, Hick- 
man noted, Secretary of Defense Donald 
Rumsfeld, in a private e-mail to Joint 
Chiefs of Staff Chairman General Richard 
Myers, wrote: “We need to stop populat- 
ing Guantanamo Bay (GTMO) with low- 
level enemy combatants.” 

“Why were men of little or no value 
kept under these conditions and even re- 
peatedly interrogated, months or years 
after they’d been taken into custody?” 
asked Hickman. “Even if they’d had any 
intelligence when they came in, what rel- 
evance would it have years later? What 
would be the value of interrogations on 
such men?” The answer would be found 
in the development of a new interrogation 
protocol for the Joint Task Force. Gen- 
eral Rick Baccus, who instructed troops 
to treat the prisoners according to the 
Geneva Convention, was removed from 
command and a new Joint Task Force — 
JTF-GTMO — was created, with an In- 
terrogation Control Element chief (the 
ICEman) and a Behavioral Science Con- 
sultation Team. Major Generals Michael 
Dunleavy and Geoffrey Miller came up 
with a new Standard Operational Proce- 
dure for interrogations in what they were 
pleased to call “America’s battle lab.” 

The standard operating procedures ap- 
proved by Miller informed readers that in- 
terrogators and analysts would “radically 
create new methods and methodologies” 
for the “defense of our nation.” Those 
new methods, Hickman discovered, 
would complement the aforementioned 
“enhanced interrogation techniques” with 
the use of drugs to induce hallucinations, 
paranoia, and other forms of mental dis- 
orders. In short, the military and intel- 
ligence officials were experimenting on 
the “Gitmo” detainees to learn and hone 
various methods for breaking down the 
resistance of prisoners. What is more om- 
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inous is that the Pentagon and the CIA 
were not the only agencies interested in 
such techniques. 


The “ICEman” Cometh 

“During this period, the FBI was part of a 
flood of more than 120 other intelligence 
agencies that observed or participated in 
interrogations at Gitmo,” Hickman wrote. 
Interest on the part of the FBI and other 
government agencies in interrogation 
techniques developed for use on prisoners 
at Guantanamo should give us all pause. 
We have already seen in recent years a 
growing trend toward militarization in do- 
mestic law enforcement, with tanks, Hum- 
vees, and other weapons and vehicles of 
modern warfare lavished upon local police 
forces by the Pentagon and the Depart- 
ment of Homeland Security. Will we also 
see local police emulating interrogation 
techniques devised by the ICE chief or the 
Behavioral Science Consultation Team for 
use on “terror” suspects at Guantanamo? 
Radio talk-show hosts who laughingly 
dismiss reports of prisoner abuse at “Club 
Gitmo” might consider the possibilities for 
the next wave of suspects for whom “the 
ICEman cometh.” 

Murder at Camp Delta is an eye-open- 
ing account of life under the trying con- 
ditions at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, and 
the ability of the government to cover 
up routine abuse of, and even killing of, 
prisoners in the “War on Terror.” It pro- 
vides a sobering picture of where that war 
may be leading the United States and the 
world. 
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“Wheels for Kasey” 


A Missouri Valley community has rallied 
behind a family in desperate need of a 
handicapped vehicle to transport their son. 

Nine-year-old Kasey Christensen has 
a condition in which his muscles contract 
uncontrollably. According to WOWT 6 
News, the van that his mother was using 
to transport him constantly broke down. 

The van has a broken shock and mount, 
and the wheelchair ramp does not remain in 
place, jamming the door. Likewise, the bat- 
tery does not stay charged. There is never a 
guarantee that the van will even start. 

Kasey’s mother, Keri, stated that the 
van has other issues as well. “The van 
is not airtight so any time that we come 
down a gravel road or anything, all the 
dust comes in.” 

Keri said that she is ashamed for her son 
to know that she cannot afford to replace 
the van. “It’s hard because you don’t want 
... to know that mommy can’t get some- 
thing better for you. So you try to make 
the best of it.” 

Fortunately, Keri and Kasey live in a 
very generous community, full of people 
who have reached out to offer their as- 
sistance. 

Some members formed a group called 
Wheels for Kasey, which seeks to raise 
enough money for a van. 

On March 28, Wheels for Kasey hosted 
a Polar Plunge, and on April 25 they host- 
ed a dinner and silent auction, bringing the 
Christensens closer to the $58,000 they 
need for anew handicapped-accessible van. 

“The community loves Keri and 
Kasey, and the reason for that is they’re 
so involved in everything. Special Olym- 
pics, scouts, anything that Keri can do 
to help the community, she’s there,” said 
Debbie Gochenour, who is leading the 
efforts. 


New Pirate Friends 


In January, Donovan Lyles, Jr. was playing 
video games in his home in Detroit, Michi- 
gan, when a stray bullet hit him in his right 
eye just before his fifth birthday. When a 
local theater group heard what happened, 
they decided to throw him a surprise birth- 
day party with a pirate theme. 
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According to Donovan’s mother, Emily, 
when her son learned that he would lose 
his eye, his spirits remained high. “When 
I told him his eye was gone he said he 
would just have to become a pirate then,” 
Emily told ABC News, adding that her son 
remained calm throughout the ordeal. 

The local theater troupe, Captain Fish- 
bones and the Pirates of the Forgiven, 
were touched by the boy’s story when they 
heard it on the local news, and decided to 
throw him a surprise pirate-themed party. 

ABC News wrote, “Lyles was shy when 
he first entered the room.... But once he 
realized it was a party just for him he 
couldn’t stop sword fighting and hugging 
everyone he met.” 

Donovan’s mother was grateful for the 
show of love the troupe showed her son. 
And despite the tragic loss of her little 
boy’s eye, she tries to remember what’s 
important. “That same night a little girl 
was shot and she didn’t make it,” Emily 
said. “I feel ridiculously grateful that I 
didn’t lose my baby.” 


Big-hearted Teen 


Seventeen-year-old Kathryn Speese still 
carries on a tradition she started in sev- 
enth grade to help children in need. Speese 
donates backpacks full of school supplies 
to children in need, and recently made a 
generous donation of 37 backpacks to the 
Henderson County Social Services De- 
partment in North Carolina. 

Blue Ridge Now reported that Speese 
took orders at Christmastime for poinset- 
tias that came from a nursery in South 
Carolina. Using the $500 she raised from 
selling the plants, Speese purchased back- 
packs and school supplies to donate. 

Each backpack that is donated is filled 
with school supplies, such as binders, 
notebooks, composition books, and other 
necessary items for school. 

Speese and her friend Natalie Johnson 
launched this program in Atlanta, Geor- 
gia, in 2011. According to Speese, she 
and Johnson came up with the idea when 
they were helping to organize donations 
for Christmas gifts, food, and clothing in 
December 2010. “While doing this, we re- 
alized that the children were affected the 
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most. Noticing how much of an impact our 
gifts had on the children ... we decided 
to help other children in our community,” 
Speese explained. 

Since then, Speese and her family have 
relocated to Hendersonville, North Caro- 
lina, where she continues work on her 
charity. “‘Pack A BackPack NC’ is a char- 
ity that donates backpacks and school sup- 
plies to children with financial need in the 
local schools ... and to the foster care pro- 
gram in Henderson County,” Speese wrote 
on her charity’s website. “Every child de- 
serves the chance to be prepared for class 
and no one should be overlooked. Our 
organization intends to take care of those 
students, and they will not be forgotten.” 

Speese’s charity has donated over 150 
filled backpacks. 


Heroic Intervention 


Ketrell Ferguson, a homeless man in 
Washington, D.C., saved a woman from 
rape on March 31 while he was looking 
for a place to sleep. 

The Daily News reported that it was 
approximately 3:30 in the morning when 
Ferguson was alerted to the frightening 
scene. He heard a woman’s screams as 
he neared a bus stop, and ran to her aid. 
He grabbed a stick and a brick from the 
ground and began to beat the attacker. 

“As soon as he lifted his head up, I 
smacked him with the stick, hard as I 
could on his head,” Ferguson told the TV 
station. “And he fell off the lady, stum- 
bled, and I smacked him again. And I just 
kept smacking him with the stick, I mean 
as hard as I could.” 

The attacker ran off, but police were 
able to find him near the scene of the at- 
tack bleeding from his head. 

According to NBC, police later ex- 
plained that the attacker, 23-year-old Ale- 
men Gonzalo, had approached the woman 
and offered her money for sex. When she 
refused, he then tried to rape her behind 
the bus stop. 

Ferguson proved to be at the right place 
at the right time. “Even though I’m going 
through hard times, God put in me in a 
place where I could help,” Ferguson said. Hl 

— RAVEN CLABOUGH 
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The Great Healing: Reconciliation After the Civil War 


The end of war often brings recriminations against the losing side, but amnesties by 
Presidents Lincoln and Johnson set the American nation back to healing after the Civil War. 


Warmakers turned peacemakers: Lincoln and his generals Philip Sheridan, Ulysses S. Grant, and Fitz John Porter were among the first to 
prosecute the war against the South, but also became leaders in bringing about a quick and lasting peace. 


by Thomas R. Eddlem 


&6 F ondly do we hope, fervently do 


we pray, that this mighty scourge 

of war may speedily pass away,” 
President Abraham Lincoln said in his 
second inaugural address March 4, 1865. 
Although Lincoln also talked about paying 
any price to win the war for the Union in 
the speech, he had set the tone for the res- 
toration of peace through a policy of am- 
nesty and forgiveness: “With malice toward 
none, with charity for all, with firmness in 
the right as God gives us to see the right, let 
us strive on to finish the work we are in, to 
bind up the nation’s wounds, to care for him 
who shall have borne the battle and for his 
widow and his orphan, to do all which may 
achieve and cherish a just and lasting peace 
among ourselves and with all nations.” 

At that time, the four-year-long war be- 
tween the states that had begun in 1861 
still raged on. But the conclusion of the 
bloodiest war in American history by that 
time was already inevitable. The North had 
a navy, more people, and far more indus- 
tries. The war of attrition waged by Gener- 
al Ulysses Grant had by March of 1865 all 
but destroyed both the men and resources 
of the South, even though his Union forces 
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ended up losing 30,000-60,000 more sol- 
diers than the Confederacy. 

It wasn’t an easy choice for Lee to 
concede defeat, and Confederate General 
Robert E. Lee had to overrule the recom- 
mendations of some of his subordinate 
generals to carry on the fight using guer- 
rilla warfare. Artillery officer and Briga- 
dier General E. P. Alexander had recom- 
mended Lee instead break up his army into 
guerrilla units that would report to state 
governors or General Joseph E. Johnston’s 
Army of Tennessee. According to Alexan- 
der’s memoirs, Lee replied: 


If I took your advice, the men would 
be without rations and under no con- 
trol of officers. They would be com- 
pelled to rob and steal in order to live. 
They would become mere bands of 
marauders, and the enemy’s cavalry 
would pursue them and overrun many 
wide sections they may never have 
occasion to visit. We would bring 
on a state of affairs it would take the 
country years to recover from. 


The reply in favor of restoring the peace 
and surrendering honorably left Alexan- 
der speechless: “I had not a single word 


to say in reply. He had answered my sug- 
gestion from a plane so far above it, that 
I was ashamed of having made it.” 

By the time Robert E. Lee surrendered 
his Confederate Army of Northern Virgin- 
ia at Appomattox Court House on April 9, 
1865, Union General Grant issued terms 
in harmony with the sentiments expressed 
in Lincoln’s second inaugural address of 
a month earlier. Officially, the Union de- 
manded the unconditional surrender of 
Confederate forces. But Grant’s terms to 
Lee allowed for the “parole” of Confeder- 
ate soldiers, who would be allowed to go 
back to their farms and workshops: 


The arms, artillery, and public prop- 
erty to be parked and stacked, and 
turned over to the officers appointed 
by me to receive them. This will not 
embrace the side-arms of the officers 
nor their private horses or baggage. 
This done, each officer and man will 
be allowed to return to his home, not 
to be disturbed by United States au- 
thority so long as they observe their 
paroles and the laws in force where 
they may reside. 


Lee accepted Grant’s terms and surren- 
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dered his troops, which, as it turned out, 
essentially ended the war. Other Confed- 
erate armies across the South surrendered 
over the next two months under nearly 
identical terms. When Union General 
William Sherman met with Confederate 
General Johnston on April 17 to discuss 
the surrender of Johnston’s Army of Ten- 
nessee, Sherman recalled in his memoirs, 
“T ... told Johnston that he must be con- 
vinced that he could not oppose my army, 
and that, since Lee had surrendered, he 
could do the same with honor and propri- 
ety. He plainly and repeatedly admitted 
this, and added that any further fighting 
would be ‘murder.’” Johnston surrendered 
a few days later, on April 26. 

Lee noted in his April 10 farewell ad- 
dress to his troops that he had concluded 
“valor and devotion could accomplish 
nothing that could compensate for the loss 
which would have attended the continua- 
tion of the contest, [and] I have determined 
to avoid the useless sacrifice of those whose 
past services have endeared them to their 
countrymen.” Lee publicly and privately 
urged former Confederates throughout the 
rest of his life to reconcile themselves to 
the U.S. government and take up again 
their civilian occupations, even when his 
personal fate was unclear. In June 1865, a 
federal grand jury in Virginia indicted him 
for “treason,” though the parole Lee had 
signed with Grant prevented the prosecu- 
tion from moving forward. 

Lincoln’s peace was in line with the 
best interest of the nation, and helped to 
prevent an ongoing guerrilla war along 
the lines recommended by Confederate 
General Alexander. It also comported 
with developing rules of civilized war- 
fare, which generally required treatment 
of enemy troops as honorable men who 
had merely chosen the wrong side in a 
war. Lincoln himself had signed General 
Order 100 on April 24, 1863, establish- 
ing a code in wartime that has since been 
called the Lieber Code. The Lieber Code 
— written by German immigrant Francis 
Lieber — was a precursor to the inter- 
national Geneva Conventions of the late 
19th and early 20th centuries and played 
a key role in the presidential amnesties 
that followed. In general, the Lieber Code 
— along with the peace policy followed 
by President Lincoln — assumed that 
Confederate soldiers would not be tried 
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Honorable peace: After a brutal war, Union and Confederate forces followed the example of 


forgiveness exemplified by the accords at Appomattox Court House between Union General 
Ulysses S. Grant and Confederate General Robert E. Lee. 


for treason against the U.S. government, 
despite the then-prevailing “perpetual 
union” ideology in the Lincoln adminis- 
tration which made treason trials possible. 


Secession and Hypocrisy 

Part of Lincoln’s policy of forgiveness for 
what he viewed as a rebellion may have 
had to do with the fact that his own view on 
whether states had a right to secede — as 
the Southern states that did secede claimed 
— was anything but consistent. As a fresh- 
man congressman during the Mexican- 
American war, Lincoln had championed 
the idea of secession as among the “most 
sacred of rights” when he had described 
Texas seceding from Mexico in 1836. Lin- 
coln told his fellow congressmen in 1848 
that secession was the principle “I believe 
was yet to liberate the world; the right of 
a people, if they have a government they 
do not like, to rise and shake it off. In the 
exercise of that right, the Texans shook off 
the Mexican yoke.” 

But by the time Lincoln was president 
of the United States in 1861 and Texas 
had already decided to secede, President 
Lincoln held an entirely different view. 


In Lincoln’s first inaugural address, the 
first Republican Party president claimed, 
“T hold, that in contemplation of universal 
law, and of the Constitution, the Union of 
these States is perpetual. Perpetuity is im- 
plied, if not expressed, in the fundamental 
law of all national governments. It is safe 
to assert that no government proper, ever 
had a Provision in its organic law for its 
own termination.” It was a flat-out contra- 
diction of his earlier statement. 

Lincoln’s “perpetual union” theory was 
in flat contrast to the “compact theory” of 
the states practiced by the Founding Fa- 
thers. For example, the Founders did not 
force Rhode Island to recognize the 1787 
Constitution, allowing it to become an in- 
dependent nation for several years after 
the end of Articles of Confederation until 
it ratified the current Constitution in mid- 
1790 on its own. By the time Rhode Island 
re-joined the Union, George Washington 
had been elected the first president and 
a Congress had been elected, and it had 
passed the Judiciary Act of 1789, the first 
tariff, and proposed 12 amendments to the 
new Constitution — 10 of which became 
the Bill of Rights. 


Officially, the Union demanded the unconditional surrender of 
Confederate forces. But Grant's terms to Lee allowed for the 
“parole” of Confederate soldiers, who would be allowed to go back 


to their farms and workshops. 
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As the war ended, leaders of the Confederacy generally were not 
hunted down and thrown into prison. Robert E. Lee went on to 
peaceful civilian pursuits, as did most Confederate leaders. 


Lincoln would flip-flop again on seces- 
sion just two years after Fort Sumter, sign- 
ing a bill that made unionist West Virginia 
a state, even though it had seceded from 
the Commonwealth of Virginia, which 
according to Lincoln’s “perpetual union” 
theory was still part of the Union. Yet 
making the western part of Virginia a new 
state clearly violated Article IV of the U.S. 
Constitution, which requires that “no new 
states shall be formed or erected within 
the jurisdiction of any other state; nor any 
state be formed by the junction of two or 
more states, or parts of states, without the 
consent of the legislatures of the states 
concerned as well as of the Congress.” 

And it violated the premise undergird- 
ing the Northern war effort against the 
South — that the North was putting down 
an armed rebellion, not invading another 
country. On the other hand, many South- 
erners at the beginning of the war had 
greater allegiance to their state than the 
United States, and they joined the South- 
ern army in an attempt to defend their 
homes against the invading Union forces. 

Lincoln’s Lieber Code was ambiguous 
about how to treat leaders of the Confed- 
eracy, even if it implied amnesty for the 
rank-and-file soldiers. Article 154 ex- 
plained what to do with soldiers in a civil 
war or secession: “Treating, in the field, 
the rebellious enemy according to the law 
and usages of war has never prevented 
the legitimate government from trying 
the leaders of the rebellion or chief rebels 
for high treason, and from treating them 
accordingly, unless they are included in a 
general amnesty.” 

As the war ended, leaders of the Con- 
federacy generally were not hunted down 
and thrown into prison. Robert E. Lee 
went on to peaceful civilian pursuits, as 
did most Confederate leaders. Confeder- 
ate President Jefferson Davis alone was 
thrown into a dungeon at Fort Monroe, 
Virginia, where he was placed in leg irons 
for months. Only after the camp physician 
complained that Davis’ life was in danger 
was Davis’ treatment improved. A trial for 
Jefferson Davis on treason charges under 
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the perpetual union ideology remained a 
genuine possibility, and a scattered chorus 
of Union publications across the nation 
cried out for at least this token example of 
blood from the defeated South. 


President Johnson 

Lincoln was assassinated a week after the 
armistice at Appomattox, further compli- 
cating the peace process. Taking Lincoln’s 
place was Vice President Andrew Johnson, 
a hard-drinking former Tennessee Demo- 
cratic senator who had no love for either 
the former slaves or the secessionists. But 
despite a host of political and personal de- 
fects, Johnson tried to continue Lincoln’s 
policy of initiating national healing. 

Just days after the surrender of General 
Kirby Smith, with the last major Confed- 
erate army in the field, President Johnson 
issued a May 29, 1865 amnesty in order 
“that the authority of the government of 
the United States may be restored, and 
that peace, order, and freedom may be 
established.” Though Johnson’s limited 
amnesty contained a dozen exceptions to 
a general amnesty, exempting most Con- 
federate leaders and ranking officers from 
the amnesty, the amnesty would wipe any 
crime from the record so long as the sol- 
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diers swore an oath pledging to “support, 
protect, and defend the Constitution of 
the United States.” This broad amnesty 
of Confederate soldiers, who theoretically 
could have been tried for treason, included 
as many as 1,000,000 soldiers. 

Legally, amnesty — a full pardon — 
wipes out an offense as if it were never 
committed in the first place. But John- 
son’s amnesty exempted both some people 
as well as some property already seized 
by the U.S. government from Confeder- 
ate soldiers. Johnson’s 1865 amnesty 
exempted top Confederate officials and 
people who had before the war sworn an 
oath of loyalty to the U.S. Constitution 
(former congressmen, judges, soldiers and 
the like) who fought for the Confederacy. 
It also exempted war criminals and inter- 
national piracy. 

The trial of top Confederate officials 
on charges of treason remained possible, 
if increasingly unlikely, as time went on. 
Top secessionists remained popular in the 
South. Confederate Vice President Alexan- 
der Stephens had been elected by the unre- 
constructed Georgia legislature to the U.S. 
Senate in 1865, as had dozens of former 
Confederate officers and politicians across 
the South. Stephens, along with all other 
Southern officials elected in the wake of the 
war, was not seated in Congress because of 
pressure from the “Radical Republicans” 
who controlled Congress. 

President Johnson ultimately decided 
against prosecuting top Confederate lead- 


Surrender of Johnston: The terms of surrender for General Joseph E. Johnston’s forces in North 
Carolina to General Sherman were almost identical to the terms given to General Robert E. Lee. 


THE NEW AMERICAN @ MAY 18, 2015 


ers for pursuing the secession, and the 
only persons brought up on charges were 
the conspirators in the Lincoln assassi- 
nation conspiracy and Henry Wirz, the 
commandant of the Confederate prison 
at Andersonville, Georgia. Andersonville 
prison ran out of resources in 1865 — 
especially food and medicine — along 
with the rest of the Confederate army, 
and had an atrocious death rate among 
prisoners of 10 percent per month. This 
death rate was not much higher than at 
the Union prison at Elmira, New York, 
but Wirz was charged anyway. The simi- 
larly high death rates at Andersonville 
and Elmira have led to the rumor that 
Wirz was merely made a scapegoat by 
vindictive Union officials for simply not 
having enough food to feed his prisoners. 
But Wirz was actually put to death after a 
military commission trial for personally 
murdering (or ordering the murders of) 
a dozen Union prisoners of war in 1864, 
before the camp’s resources ran out. 


Continuing a Trail of Destruction 
The only exception to the accolades that 
may be granted to the Lincoln-Johnson 
plan of presidential amnesty is the fact that 
several prominent war criminals were es- 
sentially told there were few consequences 
for crimes against human rights. Several of- 
ficers on both sides of the war engaged in 
atrocities that were clear violations of the 
Lieber Code, as well as common morality. 
But in these particular cases, amnesty 
for war criminals simply led the perpetra- 
tors to believe that they could do anything, 
including continue their depredations. And 
many of them did continue their barbari- 
ties in both government service and pri- 
vate practice, often in the same way as the 
atrocities were committed during the war. 
Confederate General Nathan Bedford 
Forrest’s troops had massacred hundreds 
of black soldiers who had already surren- 
dered at Ft. Pillow in 1864. In a letter to 
Union Major General C. C. Washburn — 
after Washburn had complained of a simi- 
lar massacre of black soldiers by Forrest’s 
men at Brice Crossroads — Forrest denied 
charges of the Ft. Pillow massacre as “un- 
founded and unwarranted by the facts,” 
claiming instead, “I have conducted the 
war on civilized principles.” But there 
was overwhelming evidence from dozens 
of eyewitnesses, including some Confed- 
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The lone Confederate tried for crimes: Andersonville prison Commandant Henry Wirz was the 
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only Confederate soldier hanged for war crimes, despite the assumption by many in the North 
that Confederate leaders would be tried on treason charges after the war. 


erate soldiers under Forrest’s command, 
that black soldiers and their white officers 
had been massacred. 

Forrest — who owned a lucrative slave- 
trading business in Memphis before the 
war — added in his letter to Washburn, 
“T regard captured negroes as I do other 
captured property, and not as captured sol- 
diers,” which had been official Confeder- 
ate policy at least since Confederate Presi- 
dent Jefferson Davis propounded General 
Orders 111 in December 1862 that stated, 
“All negro slaves captured in arms be at 
once delivered over to the executive au- 
thorities of the respective States to which 
they belong to be dealt with according to 
the laws of said States.” In other words, 
black Union soldiers would be put to 
death, which was the penalty for those en- 
gaging in slave rebellion. The Confederate 
Congress reinforced Davis’ policy by pass- 
ing the Retaliatory Act in 1863. Moreover, 
Union officers in charge of black regi- 
ments were essentially viewed as leading 
slave rebellions by Forrest’s men, no bet- 
ter than the pre-war terrorist John Brown. 
Forrest’s men took the surviving ranking 
officer of Ft. Pillow, Major William F. 
Bradford, several miles out into the woods 
and shot him dead the following morning. 

Forrest — unmolested by the law at the 
end of the war — continued his massacres 


of black men and white sympathizers as a 
founder and first national leader of the Ku 
Klux Klan. 


Confiscation of Property 

The healing of the nation also became 
threatened by a wave of property confis- 
cations under the guise of punishing Con- 
federates. By the end of the war, Union 
officials had not just seized and freed the 
slaves living in areas still under the con- 
trol of the Confederacy at the time of the 
Emancipation Proclamation, but Union 
officials had confiscated many plantations 
as well. Union Major-General William T. 
Sherman had issued General Field Order 
15 in January 1865, which provided for re- 
distribution of the 400,000 acres of seized 
land along Atlantic states from Confeder- 
ate soldiers to freed slaves. 

Johnson’s May 1865 amnesty had not 
restored the personal property of Con- 
federates, noting the amnesty would not 
include “cases where legal proceedings, 
under the laws of the United States pro- 
viding for the confiscation of property of 
persons engaged in rebellion, have been 
instituted.” President Johnson reversed 
Sherman’s field order that fall, but many 
former private properties remained in 
government hands. A wider confiscation 
of private property remained possible, 
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and the Radical Republican faction of the 
Republican Party in control of Congress 
sought to do just that. 

The Radical Republicans saw their 
chance in 1867, with a Republican veto- 
proof majority in both Houses of Con- 
gress, when Congress passed four laws 
that collectively became known as the 
Reconstruction Acts. Radical Republi- 
can Congressman Thaddeus Stevens pro- 
posed just that type of property confisca- 
tion, noting in a January 3, 1867 speech 
in the House of Representatives, that he 
hoped Congress would take up the idea 
of property confiscation again, exclaim- 
ing: “The rebel States, before admission, 
should be made republican in spirit, and 
placed under the guardianship of loyal 
men, [or] all our blood and treasure will 
have been spent in vain. I waive now the 
question of punishment which, if we are 
wise, will still be inflicted by moder- 
ate confiscations, both as a reproof and 
example.” 

Despite Stevens’ lobbying, Congress 
enacted no new confiscation of property 
with the Reconstruction Acts. Gradually, 
former Confederates were able to reclaim 
their pre-war plantations through the court 
system, or as state legislatures reasserted 
themselves in the wake of military rule 
imposed by the Reconstruction Acts. Bri- 
erfield, Jefferson Davis’ old Mississippi 
plantation, would be tied up in the court 
system for almost another decade. 

Stevens also sought disenfranchise- 
ment of Confederate soldiers, along with 
granting freed slaves the vote in a naked 
attempt to make the Republican Party 
dominant nationally: 


Another good reason is, it would 
insure the ascendancy of the Union 
party. Do you avow the party pur- 
pose? exclaims some horror-stricken 
demagogue. I do. For I believe, on 
my conscience, that on the continued 
ascendancy of that party depends the 
safety of this great nation. If impar- 
tial suffrage is excluded in the rebel 
States then everyone of them is sure 
to send a solid rebel representative 
delegation to Congress, and cast a 
solid rebel electoral vote. They, with 
their kindred Copperheads of the 
North, would always elect the Presi- 
dent and control Congress. 
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Stevens and his radical Republicans won 
that battle, as Congress limited the vote of 
Confederate veterans — at least temporarily 
— despite attempts by President Johnson to 
use his power of pardon to restore that right. 

That same Congress saw the ratifica- 
tion of the 14th Amendment, Section 2 of 
which punished the disenfranchisement of 
citizens “except for participation in rebel- 
lion, or other crime.” Confederate veterans 
were also prohibited from holding federal 
or state government offices under Section 
3 of the 14th Amendment if they had taken 
an oath of loyalty to the U.S. Constitution 
before the war and afterward joined the 
Confederacy. 


Johnson's 1868 Pardon 

The final act of what could be called the 
“great healing” was President Johnson’s 
Christmas Day pardon in 1868. Johnson 
— who had issued a pardon with fewer 
restrictions in 1867 than in 1865 — now 
made the pardon unconditional for all 
combatants, proclaiming “by virtue of the 
power and authority in me vested by the 
Constitution and in the name of the sover- 
eign people of the United States, do here- 
by proclaim and declare unconditionally 
and without reservation, to all and to every 
person who, directly or indirectly, partici- 
pated in the late insurrection or rebellion 
a full pardon and amnesty for the offense 


of treason against the United States or of 
adhering to their enemies during the late 
civil war, with restoration of all rights, 
privileges, and immunities under the Con- 
stitution and the laws which have been 
made in pursuance thereof.” Johnson is- 
sued “an universal amnesty and pardon 
for participation in said rebellion ... to 
secure permanent peace, order, and pros- 
perity throughout the land, and to renew 
and fully restore confidence and fraternal 
feeling among the whole people, and their 
respect for and attachment to the National 
Government, designed by its patriotic 
founders for the general good.” 

Even the surviving members of Lin- 
coln’s assassination conspiracy (Samuel 
Arnold, Dr. Samuel Mudd, and Edmund 
Spangler) were pardoned the following 
year in one of the last acts of Johnson’s 
presidency. 

The amnesties blunted moves toward 
cycles of retribution and helped heal the 
nation that nevertheless continued to 
struggle with the role for freed African- 
Americans. The amnesties, and the will- 
ingness too of Robert E. Lee to work 
for reconciliation, serve as examples of 
Christ-like forgiveness, and help explain 
why guerrilla wars did not continue for 
decades as some nations have endured 
after their own civil wars, and are a source 
of national historical pride. Hi 


Johnson becomes president: When Andrew Johnson took the oath of office after Lincoln’s 


assassination, he was a relative unknown, and it was unclear how he would bring about the 
peace. But despite a bevy of faults, he did not act vindictively toward the defeated Confederates. 
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Octogenarian Fights Back 
The Texarkana Gazette out of Texar- 
kana, Texas, reported on April 11 about 
an 80-year-old homeowner who shot and 
killed an intruder who broke in to his house. 
Police investigators reported that the in- 
truder was able to gain access to the house 
through the front door and actually began 
physically struggling with the elderly oc- 
cupant. The homeowner was armed with a 
.38-caliber handgun and was able to fire at 
the burglar, fatally wounding the suspect, 
who died at the scene. The homeowner sus- 
tained non-life-threatening injuries and was 
treated at a Texarkana hospital. 


Off-duty Cop Shoots Burglar 


The Fox affiliate in Atlanta, Georgia, re- 
ported on April 6 that a female police of- 
ficer had just completed her shift and was 
returning home when she got a stark re- 
minder that crime never rests. The officer 
suspected something was awry when she 
saw her front door open and an unfamiliar 
car in her driveway with the engine still 
running. The officer immediately called 
911. As she was telling the 911 opera- 
tor the license plate number of the car, a 
stranger emerged from her residence and 
physically engaged her. The officer fired at 
the man, hitting him once. The man spent 
several days in the hospital, and Atlanta 
police are doing an administrative review 
of the incident. 


Face-to-face 


WFTV.com reported on April 15 that a bur- 
glar was shot multiple times by a homeown- 
er after a face-to-face confrontation. The 
shooting occurred just after 1 a.m. when 
a burglary suspect allegedly broke in to an 
apartment and confronted the homeowner. 
The homeowner was armed and able to 
shoot the suspect multiple times. Neighbors 
talked with WFTV.com and recounted what 
they heard on that fateful night. Neighbor 
Kelly Gener told WFTV.com it’s “pretty 
shocking. I’m glad it wasn’t our apartment, 
but I am sad that it was his.... I heard three 
loud banging noises; didn’t think anything 
of it. It only happened once. Then there was 
no noise after that,’ Gener said. 


40 


“.. the right of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed.” 
:  [“—EEEEEER, i~—~—©2——EEe. 


Advice for Gun Owners 

An editorial in the NRToday out of Rose- 
burg, Oregon, written by Jeff Ackerman, 
recounted a visit the writer took to a 
seminar entitled “The Lethal Force Con- 
ference” in Oregon. The event featured a 
judge, a district attorney, a sheriff, and a 
couple of lawyers as guest speakers, and 
the theme was “What happens when ... 
you are forced to SHOOT?” 

As Ackerman wrote, “The thing we 
gun-carriers need to know is that if we 
have to shoot someone there are conse- 
quences. No matter how bad the person 
we shot may have been. No matter that 
he may have been a low-down scoundrel 
who deserved everything he got. We are 
ultimately responsible for every bullet that 
leaves our firearm.” 

The editorial went into detail about the 
aftermath of being involved in a situation 
where you need to fire a weapon in self- 
defense. “Taking a life is a life-changing 
event. His life is over and you will live 
with that forever, no matter how justi- 
fied you were.” An important point that 
was covered is that officers responding 
to the scene will arrive in a tactical fash- 
ion. This means the police will probably 
have their guns drawn; they will likely 
cuff and force you to spread out on the 
ground like you’re being arrested until 
they are able to confirm all the details of 
what happened. The sheriff in attendance 
told the attendees that it’s important to 
give the police a statement, but one of 
the criminal defense attorneys took issue 
with that advice. The attorney suggested 
you not say anything to the police and 
call your lawyer right after you call 911. 
As Ackerman wrote, “There are people in 
prison today who thought they were jus- 
tified in killing an intruder. My guess is 
that they couldn’t keep their mouths shut 
when the cops showed up.” As Ackerman 
explained, law enforcement will send a 
team of detectives and others to inves- 
tigate, and they will look through your 
entire home while you are transported to 
a police station, where you may be sub- 
ject to urine, blood, and DNA samples 
(if you didn’t contact your lawyer, who 
would probably advise against consent- 
ing to them). Heaven forbid you had any 


alcohol prior to the shooting or took some 
sleeping pills because that type of infor- 
mation might be detrimental to your case. 
Judge Ann Marie Simmons also remind- 
ed attendees that it will be more difficult 
to claim self-defense if you provoked the 
confrontation, or if you were the aggres- 
sor. Another important point is that even if 
you are not charged with a crime or con- 
victed, you could still face civil charges, 
and the burden of proof is lower in civil 
court than criminal court. Ultimately, as 
Ackerman reminded the reader, this can 
take years to resolve with attorney bills 
possibly approaching six figures. 


Police Shoot Woman 
Who Shot Intruder 


This story illustrates one of the points 
of the last article about how to act when 
the police arrive. AL.com reported out of 
Huntsville, Alabama, on April 19 that a do- 
mestic dispute between a wife and her es- 
tranged husband resulted in the wife being 
shot by officers who responded to the 
scene of a reported break-in. The woman 
was staying with her mother to avoid her 
estranged husband. The husband, who was 
named in a restraining order held by the 
wife, broke in to the house, armed with 
a gun. The woman told her mother to run 
to a neighbor’s house and call 911, which 
the mother did. The daughter armed her- 
self with a shotgun and fired it at her es- 
tranged husband when he failed to heed 
her warnings to stop. 

Police soon arrived on the scene and saw 
the woman standing in the garage holding 
a weapon. They yelled for her to drop her 
weapon but, apparently in shock from the 
terrifying event, the woman did not drop 
her shotgun and turned to face the officers, 
and at least one officer opened fire. Both the 
woman and man were taken to Huntsville 
Hospital, where the woman’s condition was 
listed as non-life-threatening and the man’s 
condition was listed as life-threatening. As 
is typical in an officer-involved shooting, 
the officer who fired the shots was placed 
on administrative leave as the department 
investigated the use of force. ll 

— PATRICK KREY 


THE NEW AMERICAN ¢ MAY 18, 2015 


President Would Legalize 
Millions of Illegals by Fiat 


Item: The White House website praises 
how President Obama is “taking action 
on immigration.” 

The U.S. immigration system “is bro- 
ken,” says the White House. It argues in 
part: “Too many employers game the sys- 
tem by hiring undocumented workers, and 
there are 11 million people living in the 
shadows. Neither is good for the economy 
or the country. President Obama is eager 
to work with both the House and the Sen- 
ate on a comprehensive solution to immi- 
gration reform.” 

The president’s push for legislation 
“to fix our broken immigration system 
garnered broad bipartisan support both 
among the public and in the Senate.... Un- 
fortunately, House Republicans refused to 
give the Senate bill an up-or-down vote.” 

This, insists the White House, is “why the 
President took action to fix as much of the 
broken system as he could through his im- 
migration accountability executive actions. 
These actions will help secure the border, 
prioritize felons, not families, and hold un- 
documented immigrants accountable by re- 
quiring them to pass a criminal background 
check and pay their fair share of taxes, and 
modernizes the legal immigration system. 
These are common-sense steps.” 

Item: In February, a federal District 
Court in Texas temporarily blocked the 
amnesty for illegal immigrants, an am- 
nesty that is opposed by 26 states across 
the nation. In April, an appeal of the rul- 
ing to block the “executive action” was 
heard before a three-judge panel at the 
U.S. Court of Appeals for the 5th Circuit. 

After that session, the Washington Post 
reported on April 17: “The stakes are high 
for Obama, whose move to reshape U.S. im- 
migration policies through his executive au- 
thority stands as one of the most important 
and boldest initiatives of his second term.”’ 
CORRECTION: The president does have a 
point — though not in the way he means. 
The “immigration system” is out of com- 
mission for lack of maintenance, having 
been wrecked because the law is not being 
enforced and hasn’t been for some time. 
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For years, federal officials have sent the 
following message to aliens, more or less 
as follows: You need our approval to get 
into the country and we’ll stop you at the 
border if that is unavoidable. Yet, if you 
somehow do get into the country, we’ll 
supply you with welfare and other tax- 
funded benefits, including healthcare, and 
we will also educate your children. After 
that, we’ll make it extremely difficult for 
you to be deported. 

Oh, yes, and we won’t even call you 
“illegal” when you break the laws of the 
United States because that might hurt 
your feelings and remind our citizens of 
the truth. Henceforth, you will be “un- 
documented” immigrants — as if your 
papers fell out of your pocket. And we’ ll 
also try to muddle matters by conflating 
your situation with those of millions of 
legal immigrants who came to this coun- 
try over many generations and followed 
all the rules. 

That’s how you get a bad situation. The 
president’s actions, if implemented, would 
make matters worse. 

Consider the vow that the president will 
be focused like a laser beam on holding 
illegal immigrants accountable — if they 
are real felons. 

During a hearing in Washington in 
April, some facts emerged that showed 
that the actions of the president and his 


""ILLEGAL’?! DON'T BE SILLY! WE'RE MERELY MAKING AN UNDOCUMENTED WITHDRAWAL 1” 
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administration are very different from his 
words. Some of the key Obama adminis- 
tration justifications for amnesty fell apart 
when confronted with official government 
figures. As noted by Stephen Dinan in the 
Washington Times, 


Both arrests and deportations of crimi- 
nal aliens are down about 30 percent 
through the first six months of fiscal 
year 2015, signaling that agents, who 
have been told to stop focusing on 
rank-and-file illegal immigrants, have 
not been able to refocus on criminal 
illegal immigrants instead. 

The data, released by House Ju- 
diciary Committee Chairman Rob- 
ert W. Goodlatte at the beginning 
of a hearing with U.S. Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement Director 
Sarah Saldana, also showed that the 
30,558 criminal aliens ICE know- 
ingly released back into the com- 
munity in 2014 had amassed nearly 
80,000 convictions, including 250 
homicides, 186 kidnappings and 373 
sexual assaults. 


Statistics compiled by Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement revealed that those 
aliens who had been released by ICE also 
had 13,636 convictions for driving under 
the influence, 1,589 weapons offenses, 
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Out from the shadows: One of the main reasons people give for allowing amnesty for millions 


of illegal immigrants is to allow them to “come out from the shadows.” Here Spanish-language 
protesters stand in front of a federal courthouse lobbying for a judge to allow amnesty. 


994 aggravated assaults, 56 arsons, and 
31 smuggling offenses. 

The administration is also handing out 
Social Security numbers to illegals as if 
they were party favors. More than 500,000 
fall into one category alone, according to 
the Social Security Administration (SSA). 
As reported by the Washington Free Bea- 
con, the SSA has issued 541,000 SSNs to 
illegal aliens as a result of the president’s 
executive action on immigration a few 
years ago. “The Deferred Action for Child- 
hood Arrivals (DACA) program — which 
the president created in the summer of 
2012 and which instructs the Department 
of Homeland Security (DHS) to give work 
permits to so-called ‘DREAMers’ — has 
enabled more than half a million illegal 
immigrants to work legally in the United 
States, according to a letter from the SSA” 
to Senator Jeff Sessions (R-Ala.). 

The acting commissioner of the SSA 
maintains that her agency follows a “rig- 
orous” process before granting such num- 
bers. Elizabeth Harrington of the Free 
Beacon seems to be a tad dubious about 
how exacting that process might be — 
by recalling that this meticulous agen- 
cy somehow has 6.5 million SSNs for 
112-year-olds on file. This, in the words of 
the Office of the Inspector General, could 
permit “thousands of instances of potential 
identity theft” or fraud. 

There are a lot of things one can do with 
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a Social Security number. For instance, the 
president’s plans allow illegals to use them 
to get tax “refunds,” even if they haven’t 
paid federal income taxes. As noted not 
long ago on Breitbart.com, such numbers 
pave the way to refunds such as the Earned 
Income Tax Credit (EITC). Moreover, ac- 
cording to the IRS, “Illegal immigrants 
granted SSNs can claim up to three years 
of back tax refunds for illegal work” — 
which means that in just one year “an 
amnestied illegal immigrant could claim 
up to four years of tax credits.” Working 
law-abiding Americans, as well as legal 
immigrants, are sending large amounts of 
money to Washington only to find those 
dollars doled out to illegal aliens. 

And if illegals happened to steal SSN 
numbers, the administration doesn’t seem 
to mind. Really. Syndicated columnist 
Michelle Malkin commented on this in 
November. 


As for the vast, untold number of 
law-abiding citizens whose identi- 
ties have been stolen by foreign law- 
breakers, two words: Tough luck. 
Social Security card fraudsters 
have made out like bandits thanks to 
the White House. Their victims are 
about to get kicked in the teeth again. 
Two years ago, when Obama 
launched his first administrative am- 
nesty known as “DACA” (Deferred 


Action for Childhood Arrivals), the 
White House gave aid and comfort 
to illegal alien applicants who were 
concerned that their previous felony 
identity theft and fraud crimes would 
preclude them from the new non- 
deportation benefits. 

The Department of Homeland (In) 
security made clear that illegal work- 
ers who wanted coveted employment 
documents would not have to dis- 
close to the feds whether they used 
stolen Social Security numbers. 


Said columnist Malkin, an analyst for the 
Center for Immigration Studies reported 
at the time that 


ethnic lobbyists and open-borders 
businesses lobbied the Obama ad- 
ministration hard “to keep American 
victims of ID theft in the dark while 
shielding unscrupulous businesses 
from enforcement.” 

As an Obama official told the New 
York Times, DHS employees are “not 
interested in using this as a way to 
identify one-off cases where some 
individual may have violated some 
federal law in an employment rela- 
tionship.” 

Translation: See no identity theft. 
Hear no identity theft. Speak no iden- 
tity theft. 


The Obama White House maintains that 
its policies benefiting alien law-breakers 
are an economic plus to the country. Even 
if this were true, it would not be an excuse 
for commandeering congressional prerog- 
atives. But for the sake of the argument, 
set aside the matter of the Constitution 
— something at which the administration 
is quite practiced. The meager economic 
contentions are actually overstated. 

In November, the White House put out 
a report through the Council on Economic 
Advisers, touting some of the alleged ben- 
efits of the president’s moves. The report, 
entitled “The Economic Effects of Admin- 
istrative Action on Immigration,” contend- 
ed among other estimates that the adminis- 
tration’s scheme would “raise the level of 


THE NEW AMERICAN ¢ MAY 18, 2015 


GAY OORT YMCON GE 
SPELL CARTE CA, ot 
U.S. GDP by 0.4 percent after ten years, 
equivalent to an additional $90 billion in 
real GDP in 2024 (in today’s dollars).” 

The claims were effortlessly refuted by 
the Federation for American Immigration 
Reform. A FAIR analysis pointed out that 
the crux of the White House argument is 
that immigration results in a growth of 
the gross domestic product and that “this 
increase outweighs all other consider- 
ations.” According to the White House, 
the GDP would be 0.4 percent higher 
in 2024 “than it would have been if the 
president had not usurped Congress’ 
power to admit immigrants.” Comments 
FAIR: “Ninety billion dollars sounds 
like a lot to Americans, which is why the 
White House is touting it. But it is not a 
lot when it comes to the total size of the 
U.S. economy, estimated to be $18.4 tril- 
lion in 2015.” 

The federation’s research director, Erik 
Ruark, continues: 


GDP simply measures how big the 
economy is. That’s all it does. To 
say a man is six feet tall says noth- 
ing about his overall health, and to 
point to GDP growth as the measure 
of prosperity is simply fallacious. 
Government spending on benefits 
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for amnestied aliens and support for 
displaced native workers will far ex- 
ceed $90 billion, and will grow the 
GDP (and the national debt) even 
more, yet the White House fails to 
mention this fact. 


The White House’s economic report main- 
tains that the workforce in the United 
States will get larger through amnesty 
(without using that “A” word of course). 
FAIR is underwhelmed. The claim is that 
those numbers will increase “by 150,000 
additional jobs over the next fen years 
(15,000 jobs per year) because of the 
executive actions. This is far less than 
the working age population grows every 
month.” (Emphasis in original.) 

Meanwhile, some of the president’s al- 
lies go beyond brusque to the point of hos- 
tility. The head of a literally racist organi- 
zation — the National Council of La Raza 
(NCLR) — ranted against Republicans 
during a March keynote speech because 
the GOP did not march in lockstep on im- 
migration matters. This is a pressure group 
that over the years has received millions of 
federal tax dollars to push a radical open- 
borders agenda. 

Janet Murguia, the president and CEO 
of La Raza, railed: “There is a malignancy 


in the Republican Party, and it is growing. 
There was a time when the extreme views 
surrounding the immigration debate came 
only from the party’s extremists. Today, 
the extreme has become the Republican 
Party mainstream.” 

The La Raza boss went on: 


The Republican Party’s blockade of 
any type of progress on immigration 
... sends a brutal message to our com- 
munity. Make no mistake. Our com- 
plaint is not partisan. It’s personal. 
The Republican blockade against 
reform is having a searing impact on 
our community. 


The GOP outreach program seems not to 
have made many inroads with “The Race” 
(the translation of La Raza). 

In everyday life, most Americans are 
required to obey the law or pay the pen- 
alty. On the other hand, it is becoming in- 
creasingly clear that the chief executive at 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue thinks the law 
is whatever he says it is. 

Even after a federal judge issued an in- 
junction against the president’s unilateral 
actions, Obama menacingly warned that 
any government official who failed to fol- 
low his plan would be liable to unspecified 
“consequences.” 

This did not sit well with Judge Andrew 
Hanen. “The criteria set out in that Direc- 
tive are mandatory,” Hanen wrote. “The 
Chief Executive has ordered that the laws 
requiring removal of illegal immigrants 
that conflict with the 2014 DHS [Depart- 
ment of Homeland Security] Directive are 
not to be enforced, and that anyone who 
attempts to do so will be punished. This is 
not merely ineffective enforcement. This 
is total non-enforcement, applicable to 
millions of people.” 

This issue, in broad terms, pits law- 
abiders against law-breakers. Then there 
is the president, who is — as it says on 
the White House website — “responsible 
for implementing and enforcing the laws 
written by Congress.” 

Tellingly, the chief administrator of the 
nation’s laws sides with the law-breakers. lll 

— WILLIAM P. Hoar 


43 


THE !.\5 WORD 


BY WARREN MASS 


Legal or Illegal Immigrants — How Many Gan We Accommodate? 


s the ongoing debate 
over “immigration 
reform” continues, 


and the Obama administra- 
tion’s use of executive ac- 
tions to grant amnesty to 
four million illegal aliens is 
being challenged by a group 
of states in the federal courts, 
some political figures have 
expressed concerns that ille- 
gal immigration is only part 
of the problem. 

One of these, Wisconsin 
Governor Scott Walker, said 
in an April 20 interview with 
talk-show host Glenn Beck: 
“The next president and the 
next Congress need to make 
decisions about a legal immigration system that’s based, first and 
foremost, on protecting American workers and American wages.” 

Walker identified Senator Jeff Sessions (R-Ala.) as someone 
who influenced his opinion on the matter. 

Sessions has often voiced disenchantment with the number of 
immigrants legally admitted to the United States in recent years 
and the effects of large-scale immigration on the American job 
market. On February 24, Sessions criticized the government’s ex- 
tension of eligibility for employment authorization to dependent 
spouses of H-1B workers, complaining that several days earlier, “a 
major utility company had laid off hundreds of workers and forced 
them to train the H-1B guest workers hired to replace them.” 

Last August, Sessions objected to an Obama administration 
plan to increase the limits on legal immigration by making green 
cards available to hundreds of thousands of high-tech workers 
and relatives of U.S. citizens and permanent residents. 

The concerns raised are valid ones, and are also borne out 
by statistics released recently by the Congressional Research 
Service, showing that since 1970, as the foreign-born population 
of the United States increased 325 percent, wages for the bottom 
90 percent of earners decreased by eight percent and their share 
of income by 16 percent. However, as important as maintain- 
ing employment opportunities for American workers is, it is far 
from the only area where large-scale immigration — even legal 
immigration — can have an impact. 

It is important to acknowledge, however, that immigration 
can be — and historically has been — beneficial to our nation. 
Without large-scale immigration, for example, the United States 
never would have grown from an agricultural and small-scale 
manufacturing nation of fewer than four million people in 1790 
to the industrial giant of 132 million people in 1940 that was 
called “the arsenal of democracy,” supplying the Allied forces 
that won World War II. 
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The immigrants who came 
to the United States from 
practically all of the nations 
of Europe, and elsewhere, 
also enriched American cul- 
ture, bringing the best fruits 
of Western Civilization’s arts 
and sciences with them. 

However, America was bet- 
ter prepared to absorb these 
massive waves of immigra- 
tion a century or two ago than 
it is now, for several reasons. 
Most immigrants came from 
Europe, which already had a 
rich Judeo-Christian culture, 
and a tradition of strong fam- 
ily life. These families sup- 
ported themselves and each 
other without turning to government. And the large network of 
government social services simply did not exist back then. 

There was also a shared history between the Americans of 
European origin who founded our Republic and their cousins 
across the Atlantic who helped these new Americans understand 
our structure of government and rule of law. 

Even so, the process of assimilation takes time and only so 
many immigrants could be moved into our mainstream as re- 
sponsible, educated citizens during each period. Corrupt politi- 
cians often preyed on these newly enfranchised immigrant vot- 
ers through the use of old-fashioned ward bosses who delivered 
their votes in exchange for patronage. This process tended to 
benefit the Democratic Party and helped reelect Franklin D. 
Roosevelt to four terms and advance his socialist “New Deal” 
programs. It has persisted, in various forms, ever since. 

As succeeding generations of the descendants of these immi- 
grants moved up the socio-economic ladder, they became more 
informed voters, but that process only works if the number of 
immigrants is manageably small. When an uncontrolled flood 
of people unfamiliar with American history and values enters 
our nation during too short a period of time, the effect can be 
to throw our political system off balance. These new voters do 
not appreciate the benefits of the free enterprise system over a 
government-controlled economy, or the necessity to keep the 
federal government small and handle most matters at the state 
and local level, as a safeguard against the centralization that 
leads to tyranny. They grew up under a different type of political 
system and were never shown these benefits. 

The United States is in many ways a university that teaches 
freedom. However, like any university, it can educate only so 
many students at a time. That is why its admissions policy must 
limit each incoming “class” of immigrants to a manageable 
level, lest the entire institution topple. 
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